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City of Newport Beach:  
Trees Section – Tree Info Sheet 
 

California Holly (Toyon) (Heteromeles arbutifolia) 
 
Toyon is the name given to this attractive, well-known plant by the southern Bay Area Ohlone 
Native American tribe, and it is the only California native plant still called by a Native American 
name. Throughout summer, toyon develops clusters of white flowers followed in the fall and 
early winter by pea-sized, bright red fruit. The genus name, Heteromeles, means different apple 
and describes these fruits, which are botanically similar to apples and pears, but far less tasty. 
In the past, entire limbs bearing this beautiful fruit were gathered from the wild and sold 
commercially for decorations at Christmas time (another common name is Christmas berry).  
One of the most widely distributed California shrubs, California folklore holds that the 
resemblance of toyon to hollies (with dark, evergreen, toothed leaves, and bright red fruit) may 
have influenced the naming of Hollywood, as toyon is abundant in the chaparral-covered hills 
above Los Angeles. 
 
Description:  
Has evergreen foliage 
Height: 25 feet 
Spread:  
8 to 15 feet  
Crown shape:  
Rounded or vase  
Growth rate:  
12-24-inch per year 
 

ATTACHMENT C
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 NEWPORT BEACH  
      PB&R Commission Staff Report 

COUNCIL STAFF REPORT   

 CITY OF 

 
 
 

Agenda Item: VI-C 
December 2, 2025 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends that the Parks, Beaches and Recreation (PB&R) Commission approve 
the Community Service Award recognition of Dr. Sean Boulton to be awarded at a future 
PB&R meeting.  
 

DISCUSSION: 

The Community Service Award is presented by the PB&R Commission in the spirit of 
showing their appreciation to those individuals who contribute to the community and 
improve the quality of life in Newport Beach. 
 
An application was submitted (Attachment A) to recognize Dr. Sean Boulton for his 11 
years of contribution and leadership serving as principal at Newport Harbor High School 
(NHHS). He has been instrumental in numerous projects, including the renovations of 
Davidson Field and Bill Barnett Swimming and Aquatics Center, and has been recognized 
by his peers and the district at large for creating programs that enrich students' lives. 
 
Per the Community Service Award guidelines, this item is being brought forward after 
receiving support by a majority of the PB&R Commission Community Service Award Ad 
Hoc Committee. 
 

NOTICING:  

This agenda item has been noticed according to the Brown Act (72 hours in advance of the 
meeting at which the Commission considers the item).   

 
ATTACHMENTS: 

TO: 

From: 

Parks, Beaches & Recreation Commission 
 
Sean Levin, Recreation & Senior Services Director 
949-644-3159, SLevin@newportbeachca.gov  
 

PREPARED BY: Justin Schmillen, Recreation & Senior Services Deputy Director 
949-644-3160, jschmillen@newportbeachca.gov  

TITLE: 
 
Community Service Award- Dr. Sean Boulton 
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Community Service Award- Dr. Sean Boulton 

Attachment A – Parks, Beaches & Recreation Community Service Award Nomination 
Form 
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Parks, Beaches & Recreation Commission 
Community Service Award 

Procedure 

Community Service Award 
The Community Service Award is presented by the Parks, Beaches & Recreation 
Commission (PB&R) in the spirit of showing their appreciation to those individuals who 
contribute to the community and improve the quality of life in Newport Beach. 

Awarded to individuals, agencies, community organizations, foundations, businesses, or 
educational institutions for outstanding public service in the support of creating 
community through people, parks and programs. Recipients are chosen based upon their 
significant effort of time and/or monetary contributions to influence and improve the 
quality of the Newport Beach community through contributions towards programs in 
parks, recreation, beaches, senior and community services.  

Procedure 
Nominations will be accepted from Commissioners, staff and residents anytime when 
deemed appropriate throughout the year on the attached form.  Anonymous nominations 
will not be accepted.  A subcommittee consisting of three PB&R Commissioners will 
review the nominations.  Nominations that receive a majority of the subcommittee vote 
will be presented to the full commission for final vote at a future PB&R meeting.  
Presentation to the award winner will be made at the earliest available Commission 
meeting that the award winner is able to attend.   

Selection Criterion (at least 3 criterions must be met)

1. Be a resident of the City of Newport Beach or actively teaching or volunteering in
the community.

2. Active in Newport Beach programs including recreation, parks, beaches, open
space, senior or community programs for at least one year.

3. Contributed to the development or improvement of new equipment, apparatus,
parks, maintenance, facilities or programs in Newport Beach.

4. Proven record of outstanding volunteer service to the Newport Beach community.

Attachment A
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Parks, Beaches & Recreation Commission 
Community Service Award 

Nomination Form 
 
 
Name of Nominee: Dr. Sean Boulton 
 
Address: NHHS 600 Irvine Ave, Newport Beach, Ca 
 
Phone: 949-419-5507 e-mail: sboulton@nmusd.us  
Program involvement:  
Principal, Newport Harbor High School  
 
 
 
 
 
Explain why you are nominating this person / group / organization: (choose one)  
I am nominating Dr Sean Boulton for his incredible contribution and leadership to the Newport 
Harbor High School community and the City of Newport Beach and beyond. Dr. Boulton is 
entering his 11th year as the Principal of the Newport Harbor Sailors. He is an inspiration for all 
students and parents at NHHS and throughout NMUSD. 
His leadership is unwavering, and he is one of the most approachable administrators I have 
encountered. He genuinely cares for all young people and their pathways into the world. He has 
brought so much to NHHS and the students and staff. His door is always open. “Relationships 
are paramount!” Sean is always finding ways to better the school community while maintaining 
an inclusive feel for all students and families. His staff has a tremendous amount of respect for 
him, and they work together to ensure that all students receive the best education. He thinks 
outside the box and has the respect and support of the NMUSD Superintendent, Dr. Wes Smith. 
From the top down, at the district level, administrators and teachers throughout the district 
come to him for advice and guidance. He is a proud father of twins who recently graduated 
from NHHS.  
Dr. Boulton has continued to lead NHHS and the community through many challenges. He has 
faced adversity throughout his tenure with grace and integrity. Dr. Boulton consistently rallies 
around the Harbor community; his genuine kindness and positivity towards all students, 
regardless of their diverse backgrounds, are admirable. Dr. Sean Boulton has a lengthy list of 
accomplishments over the years that could fill a book. With this nomination for his outstanding 
community service, it’s his actions as a role model, principal, father, and friend that make him 
an incredible and well-deserving recipient of the PB&R Community Service Award! 
 
 
Dr. Boulton has been instrumental in numerous projects and has been recognized by his peers 
and the district at large for creating programs that enrich students' lives. 
The Anti-Defamation League (ADL), he raised awareness and created the ADL, recruited 
students from all backgrounds to participate and learn to recognize bias and the harm it inflicts, 
built understanding of the value and benefits of diversity, and organized all-school 
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programming, including impactful, annual field trips to the Simon Wiesenthal Museum of 
Tolerance in Los Angeles. 
Facilities: Dr. Boulton has played a leading role in ensuring that Newport Harbor, as well as other 
schools throughout the district, have quality facilities for all students. Working with district 
officials to completely renovate Davidson Field to a state-of-the-art performing arts theater that 
benefits the arts for the students' programs at NHHS, but also allows the community to have 
access to other events and speakers. He was very involved and focused with NHHS's newest 
facility, the Bill Barnett Swimming and Aquatics Center. In addition, the award-winning CTE 
Pathway in Culinary is getting a kitchen upgrade thanks to Dr. Boulton’s perseverance, benefiting 
students who have gone on to renowned Culinary Schools throughout the United States and the 
world. These facilities have led NHHS to win several CIF Titles in both boys' and girls' sports. The 
CTE Culinary program has also won several National Titles. 
Latinos Unidos: Thanks to Dr. Bouton’s steadfast leadership, he helped to form a wonderful 
group on the NHHS campus called Latinos Unidos, promoting and including Latinos and all 
students. As many know, NHHS is the largest high school in Newport-Mesa. We pull in many 
students from both Newport and Costa Mesa, so this group has become very important to the 
community. 
Education: During Dr. Boulton’s tenure at Newport Harbor High School, the school has been 
nationally recognized as a National Blue Ribbon school, ranked as one of the best high schools in 
US News and World Report, and the national AP School Honor Roll. At the State Level and under 
Dr. Boulton’s leadership, NHHS has been awarded and recognized as a California Distinguished 
School, and the California Positive Behavioral Intervention & Supports Coalition, and recognized 
as a California Honor Roll School. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Please attach additional pages if necessary) 
 
Your Name: Kate Malouf Phone: 415-699-5455 Relationship to Nominee: Community 
Affiliation Your email: kate3m@gmail.com Address: 526 San Bernardino Ave, NB 
92663 
 
Please submit this application for consideration to: 
 

Community Service Awards 
c/o Recreation & Senior Services Department 
100 Civic Center Drive 
Newport Beach, CA   92660 
For questions please call:  949-644-3151 
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