
Multiple Vessel Mooring System –

Review and Approve Design
Specification Program

Harbor Commission
September 8, 2021

Additional Material Presented at Meeting 
Staff Presentation - Multiple Vessel Mooring System 

September 8, 2021 Harbor Commission Meeting



Multiple Vessel Mooring System (MVMS)

• History of MVMS

• HC Subcommittee – Beer and Williams

• MVMS Program Updates

• Harbor Design Criteria
• NBMC update
• Offshore Mooring Specifications



Harbor Design Criteria Updates

1. Permitted in single anchor mooring systems at this time.

2. Single-hulled vessels only (to minimize footprint).

3. Float dimensions:
• 8-feet wide minimum
• 20-foot or 40-foot long 

4. Maximum vessel length = equal to or less than length of 
MVMS float (20 or 40-feet)

• Vessels tied bow and stern



Harbor Design Criteria Updates (cont.)

5. Overall width = 25-feet
• Vessel + 8-foot MVMS + Vessel

6. No extraneous equipment allowed except up to (2) dock 
boxes.

6. Sea lion deterrence required.











Existing MVMS – Current Status

Newport Harbor Yacht Club

• (11) MVMS ranging from 17-feet to 57-feet
• ~(4) moorings need an average of ~1,300 lbs. of added weight
• ~(3) mooring need upgraded bottom chain

Balboa Yacht Club
• (4) MVMS ranging from 20-feet to 40-feet

• Minimal weight and chain upgrades needed.

When shall compliance take effect?



Newport Harbor Yacht Club
(Not Current) 



Balboa Yacht Club
(Not Current) 



Your Public Works Department 

Protecting and Providing Quality
Public Improvements and Services

Comments/Questions
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