
ORDINANCE NO. 2021

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF

NEWPORT BEACH, CALIFORNIA, ADOPTING ZONING
CODE AMENDMENT NO. CA2020-001 TO AMEND TITLE

20 (PLANNING AND ZONING) OF THE CITY OF NEWPORT
BEACH MUNICIPAL CODE CORRECTING SETBACK MAP

ERRORS (PA2020-006)

WHEREAS, Section 200 of the Charter of the City of Newport Beach ("Charter")

vests the City Council with the authority to make and enforce all laws, rules and

regulations with respect to municipal affairs subject only to the restrictions and
limitations contained in the Charter and the State Constitution, and the power to

exercise, or act pursuant to any and all rights, powers, and privileges or procedures
granted or prescribed by any law of the State of California;

WHEREAS, both Title 20 (Planning and Zoning) ("Title 20") and Title 21 (Local
Coastal Program Implementation Plan) ("Title 21") of the Newport Beach Municipal
Code ("NBMC") incorporate a series of maps that provide minimum setbacks for

various, but not all, blocks throughout the City;

WHEREAS, the practice began in 1943 as a way to recognize existing and
varying conditions that did not match the citywide default front yard setback standard of

20 feet;

WHEREAS, the current setback maps are the descendants of the original 1943
maps (previously called districting maps), and several of them contain errors and

omissions that occurred when the districting maps were converted into the current

setback maps as part of the 2010 comprehensive update to Title 20 (Planning and
Zoning);

WHEREAS, in 2017, the California Coastal Commission certified Title 21 (Local
Coastal Program Implementation Plan), which incorporated the same setback maps for
properties located within the coastal zone;

WHEREAS, application of the incorrect setbacks results in development
standards that are inconsistent with the existing pattern of development and several
homes being considered nonconforming, which subjects these homes to additional
development regulations affecting additions and remodels and a loss of buildable area;

WHEREAS, an amendment to Title 20 (Planning and Zoning) is necessary to
correct identified errors to various setback maps ("Zoning Code Amendment");
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