
ORDINANCE NO. 2020-_ 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
NEWPORT BEACH, CALIFORNIA, AMENDING SECTION 
9.04.430 (REPLACEMENT TO CHAPTER 49 
REQUIREMENTS FOR WILDLAND-URBAN INTERFACE 
FIRE AREAS) OF THE NEWPORT BEACH MUNICIPAL 
CODE TO ADOPT LOCAL AMENDMENTS TO THE 2019 
EDITION OF THE CALIFORNIA FIRE CODE AS SET 
FORTH IN TITLE 24, PART 9, OF THE CALIFORNIA CODE 
OF REGULATIONS 

WHEREAS, Section 200 of the City of Newport Beach's ("City") Charter vests the 

City Council with the authority to make and enforce all laws, rules and regulations with 

respect to municipal affairs subject only to the restrictions and limitations contained in the 

Charter and the State Constitution, and the power to exercise, or act pursuant to any and 

all rights, powers, and privileges, or procedures granted or prescribed by any law of the 

State of California; 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Health & Safety Code Sections 17922 and 18935, the 

State of California Building Standards Commission ("BSC") has approved the adoption of 

new model codes relating to design and construction for the protection of life and property; 

WHEREAS, on November 19, 2019, the City Council of the City of Newport Beach 

("City Council") adopted Ordinance No. 2019-18, the 2019 Edition of the California Fire 

Code ("CFC") with local amendments, however, additional public outreach with the 

residents of the Wildlife Urban Interface Areas was necessary; 

WHEREAS, local jurisdictions may amend the California Building Standards Code, 

which includes the 2019 CFC, as necessary to mitigate differences caused by local 

topographical, geographical, and climatic conditions; 

WHEREAS, prior to bringing this amendment to the CFC and Title 9 of the Newport 

Beach Municipal Code ("NBMC"), City staff met with the public to receive additional 

feedback regarding changes to Chapter 49 (Requirements for Wildland-Urban Interface 

Fire Areas) and its associated guidelines; 

WHEREAS, to aid in efficiency and clarity, Section 9.04.430 is amended with 

these modifications to the CFC that are correlated with the findings in Resolution No. 

2020-_ adopted by the City Council of the City of Newport Beach on February 25, 2020; 

and 

WHEREAS, when approved, the ordinance and accompanying resolution will be 

forwarded to the BSC and the California Department of Housing and Community 

Development in compliance with Health and Safety Code Section 17958. 7. 

ATTACHMENT A
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NOW, THEREFORE, The City Council of the City of Newport Beach ordains as 

follows: 

Section 1: Section 9.04.430 (Replacement to Chapter 49 Requirements for 

Wildland-Urban Interface Fire Areas) of Title 9 (Fire Code) of the Newport Beach 

Municipal Code is hereby amended to read as follows: 

9.04.430 Replacement to Chapter 49 Requirements for Wildland-Urban Interface 

Fire Areas. 

Chapter 49 is deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following: 

SECTION 4901 REDUCTION OF BRUSH FROM STRUCTURES 

4901.1 Scope. Each person or entity who owns, leases, controls, operates, or 

maintains any parcel of land within a designated Hazard Reduction Zone, Local 

Agency Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone or identified Wildland-Urban 

Interface Areas shall comply with the requirements of this chapter to mitigate the 

conditions where vegetative fuels may readily transmit fire to buildings and 

threaten to destroy life, overwhelm fire suppression capabilities, or result in large 

property losses. 

4901.2 Purpose. The purpose of this code is to provide minimum vegetative 

maintenance standards to reduce the severity of exterior wildlife exposure to 

buildings, and to decrease the exposure from a building fire to the wildland-urban 

interface area. 

4901.3 General. Persons owning, leasing, controlling, operating, or maintaining 

buildings or structures requiring defensible spaces shall be responsible for 

modifying or removing non-fire resistive vegetation. 

These regulations apply to all Hazard Reduction Zones, and Local Agency Very 

High Fire Hazard Severity Zones located within the City of Newport Beach. 

SECTION 4902 DEFINITIONS 

4902.1 Definitions. The following terms are defined in Chapter 2: 

DEFENSIBLE SPACE. 

FUEL MODIFICATION PLAN. 

FUEL MODIFICATION ZONE. 

HAZARD REDUCTION ZONE. 
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