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CITY OF NEWPORT BEACH 
GENERAL PLAN ANNUAL STATUS REPORT 

2017 Calendar Year 
 

 

PART 1. GENERAL PLAN IMPLEMENTATION PROGRAMS 
 
Consistent with Government Code Section 65400 and General Plan Implementation Program Imp 1.3, the General Plan 
Annual Status Report was prepared using guidelines set forth by the California Office of Planning and Research and 
provides information for decision makers on the status of the General Plan and progress on implementation during the 
2017 calendar year. The Newport Beach General Plan was adopted in November 2006 pursuant to guidelines provided in 
Government Code Section 65040.2 and consistent with Section 65400(a)(2)(c). Included in the General Plan is an 
Implementation Program (Chapter 13) that includes specific programs to carry out the goals and policies of the General 
Plan. This report evaluates and provides the status of the General Plan provided organized by each implementation 
program. 
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TASKS STATUS 

1.1 Ensure that Private 
Development and Capital 
Improvements are 
Consistent 
with the General Plan 

Ongoing 
 
1. All private development projects require consistency with the General Plan. Consistency is 

ensured through application of zoning requirements.  Discretionary applications require the 
adoption of a finding that the project is consistent with the General Plan based upon facts. 
 

2. In June 2017, the City Council confirmed that the 2017-2018 Fiscal Year Capital 
Improvement Program (CIP) was consistent with the General Plan when it approved the CIP 
with the adoption of the budget. 

 
For reference, in November 2012 the residents approved Measure EE a City charter 
amendment. Section 707 of the City’s charter was amended eliminating the need for the 
Planning Commission to recommend any proposed public works items to the City Council.  

1.2 Update and Revise the 
General Plan to Reflect 
Changing Conditions and 
Visions 

Ongoing 
 

The General Plan was comprehensively updated in 2006. Staff reviews the General Plan on an 
ongoing basis to ensure it is maintained to reflect current conditions, issues, and visions.  

1.3 Prepare Annual General 
Plan Progress and Housing 
Element 
Implementation Reports 

Pending for 2017 
 
Annual Report for 2016 was reviewed by City Council and submitted to OPR and HCD in April 
2017. 

2.1 
 

Amend the Zoning Code for 
Consistency with the 
General Plan 

Complete 
 
Comprehensive Zoning Code Update, consistent with the General Plan, was adopted by City 
Council in October 2010. 

3.1 Preparation of New Specific 
Plans 
 

Ongoing 
 
Within the Airport Area, Uptown Newport and Koll Center also elected to do a Planned 
Community Development pursuant to Program 4.1. The streetscape improvements for West 
Newport and Balboa Village are intended to create a unified theme as public and private 
improvements are implemented in the area. 
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TASKS STATUS 

4.1 
 

New “Planned Community” 
Development Plans 
 

Ongoing 
 
1. Uptown Newport – Approved February 2013, the Uptown Newport Planned Community (PC) 

was created (formally a part of the Koll Center Planned Community) to specifically serve as 
a zoning document for the construction of up to 1,244 residential units, 11,500 square feet of 
retail commercial, and 2.05 acres of park space. The Uptown Newport PC requires densities 
between 30 du/acre and 50 du/acre, consistent with the densities of the General Plan, and 
allows additional density opportunities with a density bonus. The construction of the first 
phase is underway with the building permits for the construction of 455 apartment units 
including 91 affordable units were issued in May 2017. 

 
2. Koll Center Newport – Development of 260 for-sale condominium units. The application is 

currently under review by the City. 
 

3. Back Bay Landing - A proposed integrated, mixed-use waterfront village on an approximately 
7-acre portion of a 31.5-acre parcel located adjacent to the Upper Newport Bay in the City of 
Newport Beach. The proposed project involves land use amendments to provide the 
legislative framework for future development of the site, including a Planned Community 
Development Plan (PCDP) that provides the zoning regulations for the site. The requested 
approvals would provide for recreational and marine commercial retail, marine office, marine 
services, enclosed dry stack boat storage, and limited mixed-use structures with residential 
uses above the ground floor. The PCDP was adopted by the City Council on April 26, 2016. 
The project applicant anticipates submitting applications for Site Development Review and 
Coastal Development Permit for the actual development in late 2018.  
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TASKS STATUS 

5.1 Review and Revise Coastal 
Land Use Plan for 
Consistency with the 
General 
Plan 

Complete & Ongoing 
 
The Coastal Land Use Plan (CLUP) was amended to be consistent with the 2006 General Plan 
in 2009. 
 
When the City approves an amendment of the General Plan that affects property in the coastal 
zone, the City prepares necessary amendments of the CLUP. The General Plan amendment is 
held in abeyance until the corresponding CLUP amendment is certified by the California Coastal 
Commission and accepted by the City Council. 

6.1 Review the Subdivision 
Ordinance for Consistency 
with the General Plan 

Complete 
 
The Subdivision Code was updated in 2009 and 2010 to implement the General Plan Policy.  

7.1 Review Building and 
Construction Code for 
Consistency with General 
Plan 
 

Ongoing 
 
The Building Code is updated to be consistent with the California Building Code and the General 
Plan. The 2016 California Building Code was adopted by the City in late 2016, and was effective 
starting January 2017, as required by State Law.  

7.2 Revise Fair Share Traffic 
Contribution Ordinance 

Pending  
 
The completion of updating the Fair Share Traffic fee has been put on hold until direction is 
determined regarding various iterations proposed by the General Plan/LCP Implementation 
Committee, project consultants and interested parties such as the Building Industry Association 
of Orange County.  

7.3 Review and Update 
Transportation Demand 
Ordinance 
 

Complete 
 
The Transportation Demand Management Ordinance was reviewed and updated as a part of the 
comprehensive Zoning Code Update in 2010. It is provided as Section 20.44 in the Zoning 
Code. 
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TASKS STATUS 

8.1 Review Codes and 
Ordinances for Consistency 
with the General Plan and 
Update Periodically (a. 
through d. are specifically 
recommended) 

Complete & Ongoing 
 
Codes and Ordinances are revised for consistency with the General Plan on an as- needed 
basis. The Zoning Code was comprehensively updated in 2010, and Subdivision Code was 
updated in 2009 and 2010 for consistency with the General Plan. (sections from the 
Implementation Measure are italicized)  
 
a. Requirements for live-aboard vessels pertaining to the integrity, quality, and safety of Harbor 
uses, environmental protection, and impacts on the public, waterfront owners/lessees, and 
adjoining properties – Pursuant to NBMC Section 17.40, Harbor Resources will conduct vessel 
inspections annually and implement regulations including the maximum number of renewable 
annual permits.  
 
b. Regulation and transfer of mooring permit applications and titles – Managed by the City’s 
Harbormaster’s Office on an ongoing basis. Anticipated adoption by City Council of updated 
regulations is Spring 2018.   
 
c. Standards for the design and siting of bulkheads, pier, and similar structures to address their 
potential visual impacts – The City Council approved updated harbor standards in 2017. Aside 
from general clarifications, the standards increased the required height of bulkheads to +10 
Mean Low Low Water (MLLW).  
 
d. Standards and policies specified by the Noise Element to protect sensitive noise receptors, 
residents and businesses from unwanted noise impacts from traffic, JWA operations, 
construction activities, truck deliveries, special events, charter and entertainment boats, and 
similar sources – Reviewed and implemented on an ongoing basis through project review 
consistent with the Airport Land Use Environs Plan (AELUP), Code Enforcement, Harbor 
Resources, and Building Inspectors. 
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TASKS STATUS 

8.2  Prepare New Codes, 
Ordinances, and Guidelines 
(a. through d. are 
specifically recommended) 

Ongoing 
 
The comprehensive Zoning Code update was adopted in November 2010, by City Council. 
(sections from the Implementation Measure are italicized)  
 
a. A “commercial-residential” interface ordinance that regulates use, activity, and design of 
commercial properties located on shallow parcels directly abutting residential neighborhoods - 
The Zoning Code includes development standards that address the commercial and residential 
interface to minimize potential land conflicts. 
 
b. Design guidelines for the renovation or reconstruction of housing in existing neighborhoods to 
assure that they complement the character of existing development; these may be applied to 
specific neighborhoods or citywide – Section 20.48.180 Residential Development Standards and 
Design Criteria of the Zoning Code provides residential design standards to promote 
neighborhood compatibility. 
 
c. An ordinance or guidelines for the preservation of historic buildings and/or properties; this 
shall be developed in consideration of guidelines published by the State Historic Preservation 
Office – Staff continues to review projects subject to CEQA to address historic preservation. An 
ordinance has not been prepared at this time. 
 
d. An ordinance managing parking in commercial and mixed-use corridors and districts 
characterized by deficient parking; this may provide for the establishment of parking districts in 
which new parking may be developed in public or private shared facilities or structures or other 
facilities, as well as procedures for the funding of these improvements – In 2016, the City kicked 
off development of the Mariners’ Mile Revitalization Master Plan which is expected to include 
strategies to better manage parking in the area. The Mariners’ Mile Revitalization Master Plan 
and the draft Master Plan will be pursued following the comprehensive General Plan update, 
scheduled to begin in 2019. See Program 16.10 for an update on Balboa Village parking. 
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TASKS STATUS 

9.1 Review City Council Policy 
Manual for Consistency 
with the General Plan 

Ongoing 
 
In 2017, City Council Policies H-6, F-10, F-1, and A-19 were amended. In August 2017, all of the 
City Council Policies were reviewed as part of an annual review. In the review, the City Council 
provided direction to staff and the City’s Finance Committee to review the Finance “F” Policies 
for future City Council consideration; provided direction to staff and the Harbor Commission to 
review the Harbor and Beaches “H” Policies for future City Council consideration; and provided 
direction to staff and the Planning Commission to review the Public Works/Traffic/Utilities “L” 
Policies for future City Council consideration. Per the City Council’s direction, a subcommittee 
was created by the Planning Commission and was tasked with reviewing the L-Council Policies. 
The review will be complete in 2018.  
 

10.1 Maintain Up-to-Date 
Comprehensive Database 
(Data such as built land use 
and traffic 
should be updated on a 
continuing basis, while data 
that is stable, such as 
seismic hazard zones, can 
be updated on a less 
frequent basis) 

Ongoing 
 
The City’s Geographical Information System (GIS) data is updated regularly to provide up to 
date parcel-specific information including specific lot information (agreements), planning (zoning, 
land entitlements, building, code enforcement, environmental layers, general information 
(contours, assessor, easement, etc.), general services, harbor, hazards including flood and 
seismic, fire, police, public works, parking, street and utilities. New layers are added whenever 
necessary and appropriate. 
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TASKS STATUS 

10.2 Maintain Development 
Tracking and Monitoring 
Program 

Ongoing 
The Planning Division and GIS staff maintains a comprehensive land use database. Information 
from multiple sources including GIS data, traffic model land use data, and building permits is 
complied, reviewed and confirmed for accuracy before inclusion into a comprehensive database. 
The database may be used for site specific information or compiled to provide information by 
any geography needed, from a single lot to a neighborhood to statistical area to citywide. The 
land use data is available by Statistical Area as directed by the General Plan. In addition, City 
staff is available to provide data on the GIS to provide site-specific information on each 
property’s development limits.  
 
As required by Section 423 of the City Charter, the Planning Division tracks increases in 
development limits approved by general plan amendments (GPA) for a period of ten years. If a 
proposed amendment exceeds the established thresholds of 40,000 square feet of non-
residential development or 100 dwelling units or 100 AM peak hour traffic trips or 100 PM peak 
hour traffic trips on its own or, when combined with 80% of previously approved General Plan 
amendment(s) located in the same Statistical Area, the amendment is considered a “major 
amendment.” Approval or denial of a “major amendment” is determined by a vote of the 
electorate. The GPA/Charter Section 423 tracking tables are available for public review at the 
General Plan information page of on the Planning Division website. 

11.1 CEQA Review 
Development and 
Entitlement Applications 

Ongoing 
 
All private and public development projects are reviewed for CEQA compliance. 

12.1 Evaluate Fiscal Benefits of 
Large Development 
Proposals and Annexations 

Ongoing 
 
In 2016, Applied Development Economics, on behalf of the City, prepared a fiscal impact 
analysis for the 150 Newport Center and Museum House projects using the Fiscal Impact Model 
prepared for the 2006 update of the General Plan. No annexations have been proposed. 

12.2 Maintain and Update Fiscal 
Impact Model 

Ongoing  
 
The fiscal impact model calculates public service impacts for specific land uses that support the 
residential population, the employment base and the visitor population in the City. It also 
calculates the public revenues that each type of land use typically generates for the City, 
including property taxes, sales taxes, and other taxes, as well as a variety of user charges and 
fees. The output from the Fiscal Impact Model can be modified to address these circumstances 
for each individual project and the Fiscal Year the project is proposed. 
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TASKS STATUS 

13.1 Process Development 
Agreements 

Ongoing  
 
The City continuously requires Development Agreements in accordance with Chapter 15.45 of 
the Municipal Code.  
 
Development agreement negotiations for the Koll Center Newport project, a 260-unit residential 
development in the Airport Area, commenced in 2017.  

14.1 Adjoining Cities  
(Boarders Committees to 
collaborate with the cities of 
Irvine, Huntington Beach, 
and Costa Mesa) 

Ongoing  
 
The City continuously collaborates with neighboring cities as projects/issues warrant but there 
currently is not an established committee. 

14.2 Coordinate with School 
Districts 

Ongoing 
 
Staff works with Newport Mesa Unified School District and Coast Community College District on 
the identification and acquisition of potential school sites and expansion or existing facilities on 
an as-needed basis. Should the need arise; Public Works staff monitors traffic conditions at 
school locations. The City provides school impact analysis as required by CEQA to ensure 
proper mitigation of impacts is provided to the School Districts. The City works with the School 
Districts on joint-use agreements for public recreational uses of school properties on an as-
needed basis. School fees are assessed during the issuance of building permits when required. 

14.3 Coordinate with Orange 
County 

Ongoing 
 
The City of Newport Beach continues to work with the County of Orange on various programs 
affecting land use and development, affordable housing, transportation, infrastructure, resource 
conservation, environmental quality, management of Newport Harbor and Upper Newport Bay; 
and John Wayne Airport operations and improvement plans on an as-needed basis. 

14.4 Coordinate with Orange 
County Transportation 
Authority (OCTA) 

Ongoing 
 
The Public Works Director is on the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC), which meets monthly 
and consists of most of the Public Works Directors in Orange County, to discuss and make 
recommendations to the OCTA and its board on the allocation of funding. 

14.5 State of California 
Department of Housing and 
Community Development 
(HCD) 

Ongoing 
 
The 2016 General Plan Annual Progress Report, including the Housing Element Report, was 
sent to HCD in April 2017.  
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TASKS STATUS 

14.6 Coordinate with California 
Coastal Commission 

Ongoing 
 
On January 30, 2017, the City’s certified Local Coastal Program (LCP) became effective and the 
City assumed coastal development permit authority. The City continued working with the 
California Coastal Commission (Coastal Commission) on the Post LCP Certification Permit and 
Appeal Jurisdiction Map, which the Coastal Commission adopted on March 8, 2017. The City is 
continuing to work with the Coastal Commission on the delegation of permit authority on filled 
tidelands to the City and incorporating the Newport Coast LCP into the City’s LCP.  
 
Additionally, a number of LCP Amendments were before the Coastal Commission at the end of 
2017 to update and clean-up the certified LCP. 
 

14.7 Coordinate with the 
California Resources 
Agency, Department of 
Fish and Game (Changed 
name to California 
Department of Fish and 
Wildlife) 

Ongoing 
 

1. The Recreation and Senior Services Department continued to work with the California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife on eelgrass restoration projects in the Upper Bay 
through Coastkeeper (Non-governmental agency) and Michelle Clemente (City Natural 
Resources Supervisor).  
 

2. The Natural Resources Division continued work with the Irvine Ranch Conservancy, US 
Fish and Wildlife, California Department of Fish and Wildlife, and the Natural 
Communities Coalition to manage Upper Buck Gully.  Buck Gully is a part of a Habitat 
Conservation Plan included in the Orange County Central Coastal Natural Communities 
Coalition Plan.  
 

3. The Natural Resources Division continues to work as a partner with the University of 
California, Irvine; OC Public Health; OC Parks; California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife; and the Back Bay Science Center. 

11-47



TASKS STATUS 

14.8 Coordinate with the 
California Department of 
Parks and Recreation 
(changed their name to 
California State Parks) 

Ongoing 
 
The City through its Natural Resource Management unit coordinates with the California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife, California State Parks and Recreation, the County, education, 
and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) to protect natural resources through 
implementation of state and local legislation, enforcement, monitoring, and to provide education 
programming at Big Corona Del Mar and Little Corona del Mar State Beach, Crystal Cove, and 
Upper Newport Bay. Coordination highlights from 2017 include the following: 
 
1. Natural Resource Division continued to work with various City departments on issues 

concerning natural resources. 
 
2. Natural Resource Division continued the MPA Watch (Marine Protected Area Watch 

Program - Human Use), along with serving as an active member of the Orange County 
Marine Protected Area Council (OCMPAC).  

                                                                                            
3. The Natural Resource Division installed MPA regulatory signage in Newport Harbor and 

Crystal Cove SMCA, and conducted field trips, interpretive, and volunteer programs in a 
number of locations throughout Newport Beach. The Interactive Sealife Outreach (ISOpod) 
vehicle was used at beaches around the city, and for outreach programs to promote an 
increased understanding of ocean organisms. 

 
4. The Natural Resource Division continued to work with U.S. Fish and Wildlife, California 

Department of Fish and Wildlife, and California State Parks on the Western Snowy Plover 
Recovery Program, including monitoring, outreach, and habitat restoration. 
 

5. The City of Newport Beach also began work to establish a management plan to protect the 
Western Snowy Plover and improve best management practices. 
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TASKS STATUS 

14.9 Coordinate with the 
California Department of 
Transportation (Caltrans) 

Ongoing 
 
The City coordinates with Caltrans on an as-needed basis for the review of improvements to the 
State Highway System or impact on the system by development: 

 City has teamed up with the Orange County Transportation Authority (OCTA) and State 
of California (Caltrans) to update traffic signal communication, control equipment and 
coordination along Coast Highway through the Measure M2 grant-funded Coast Highway 
Traffic Signal Synchronization Project.  The project is currently in construction with 
completion planned in Fall 2018. 

 The City has teamed up with Caltrans and OCTA and received a Measure M2 grant to 
update traffic signal control and communication, as well as update the traffic signal timing 
and coordination between Newport Boulevard and Jamboree Road along Coast 
Highway. The project is in construction now with completion planned for end of Summer 
2018. in an effort towards signal improvements from Newport Boulevard to Jamboree 
Road.  

14.10 Transportation Corridor 
Agencies (TCA) 

Ongoing 
 
City staff continually works with the transportation corridor agencies (TCA) regarding the San 
Joaquin Hills (SR-73) Toll Road and continuously implements TCA’s Major Thoroughfare and 
Bridge Fee Program through the Municipal Code. Impact fees are collected by the City when a 
building permit is issued. 

14.11 California Public Utilities 
Commission (CPUC) 

Ongoing 
 
The City works with the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) to explore funding for the 
undergrounding of utilities. To date, the City has adopted several underground utility districts, 
including assessment districts, to provide funding for undergrounding projects.  Most of the 
funding for undergrounding in the City has come from assessment districts using CPUC Rule 
20B. The City receives funding allocation from Southern California Edison (SCE) for Rule 20A 
undergrounding projects. In 2013 the City Council adopted a Utility Undergrounding District on 
Balboa Boulevard from Coast Highway to 23rd Street and directed staff to proceed with a Rule 
20A, an undergrounding project along Balboa Boulevard. The City Council approved four new 
Rule 20B Utility Underground Assessment Districts upon a positive resident vote.  One in 
Corona del Mar and three adjacent to the Balboa Boulevard Rule 20A project.  Staff also 
continues to work with other resident groups in Balboa Peninsula, Balboa Island, and Corona del 
Mar for possible other 20B projects. 
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TASKS STATUS 

14.12 Coordinate with United 
States Army Corps of 
Engineers (Corps) 

Ongoing 
 

1. Harbor Resources staff has been coordinating with the Corps on an ecosystem-based 
eelgrass management program in developing a “Newport Specific Eelgrass Plan.” The 
Plan was approved in December 2015. 
 

2. Harbor Resources staff continues to strategize with the Corps on the next phase of 
dredging the Lower Bay to the federally approved authorized depths or below. Progress 
is currently underway with sediment testing.  Formal application to the Corps for 
engineering and design will be submitted in March 2018.  
 

3. Semeniuk Slough Maintenance Dredging Project – This proposed cooperative project, led 
by the City of Newport Beach with support by Caltrans, will restore flood conveyance 
capacity in Semeniuk Slough and potentially the State-owned storm drain box culvert that 
drains into the south end of the slough. This project requires permits from U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers and coordination with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Permits are 
also required from the Regional Water Quality Control Board, California Coastal 
Commission, and California Department of Fish and Wildlife. Project completed in April 
2017. 
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TASKS STATUS 

14.13 Coordinate with United 
States Fish and Wildlife 
Service 

Ongoing 

 
1. Big Canyon Habitat Restoration and Water Quality Improvement Project – Big Canyon 

project area contains streambed habitat classified as riparian that is subject to the 
jurisdiction of California Department of Fish and Wildlife. Big Canyon also contains 
jurisdictional wetlands, including riparian and marsh habitat under the jurisdiction of the 
California Coastal Commission. The Big Canyon project area also contains both wetland 
and non-wetland waters of the United States/State of California, subject to jurisdiction by 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and Regional Water Quality Control Board. This 
project was completed in Spring 2017 and is within a five-year monitoring program. 
 

2. Semeniuk Slough Maintenance Dredging Project – Completed in Spring 2017, this 
cooperative project, led by the City of Newport Beach with support by Caltrans, restored 
flood conveyance capacity in Semeniuk Slough and potentially the State-owned storm 
drain box culvert that drains into the south end of the slough. This project required 
permits from U.S. Army Corps of Engineers permit and coordination with the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service. Permits were also required from the Regional Water Quality Control 
Board, California Coastal Commission, and California Department of Fish and Wildlife.  
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TASKS STATUS 

14.14 Coordinate with 
Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA)  

Ongoing 
 
The City coordinates with the U.S. EPA in collaboration with other resource agencies in the 
protection of terrestrial and marine resources and sediment disposal sites for future dredging 
projects on an as-needed basis when projects are within the U.S. EPA jurisdiction. 

14.15 Coordinate with United 
States Postal Service 
(USPS) - relocation of 
Mariners’ Mile distribution 
facility 

Ongoing 
 
The distribution facility was relocated to Santa Ana and Anaheim. The Mariners Mile location 
maintains a drop-off box.  

14.16 Other Agencies Ongoing 
 
The City continuously works with the following agencies that are involved in the development of 
capital improvement and conservation programs: 

 Energy providers such as Southern California Edison and Gas Company 

 Telecommunications service providers on a case by case basis 

 Santa Ana Regional Water Quality Control Board 

 Metropolitan Water District 

 South Coast Air Quality Management District 

 Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) 

 California State Parks 

 National Marine Fisheries Service 

15.1 Encourage Annexation of 
Banning Ranch Prior to 
Development 

Ongoing 
 
On December 12, 2017, the City Council adopted Ordinance No. 2017-17, which repealed all 
approvals for the Newport Banning Ranch project. The absence of an approved project does not 
preclude the City from pursuing annexation of the Banning Ranch property with the Local 
Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO). 

16.1 Improve Arterial Streets 
and Highways According to 
Classification 

Ongoing 
 
West Coast Highway (SR-1) and Old Newport Boulevard Intersection Improvements – The 
project will widen West Coast Highway at Old Newport Boulevard to provide for a third 
westbound through lane, a right turn lane, and a bike lane. The project’s environmental 
document (MND) was in final review at Caltrans and anticipated final approval is Summer 2018. 
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TASKS STATUS 

16.2 Monitor Traffic Conditions 
and Plan for and Fund 
Improvements 

Ongoing  
 
1. Traffic Signal Modernization Program (see program 16.4 below) 

 
2. Installation of CCTV Cameras and Traffic Management Center in the Public Works 

Department which includes surveillance cameras and televisions to monitor and change the 
traffic signal system depending on traffic conditions. 

16.3 Construct Street and 
Highway Improvements 

Ongoing  
 
Staff continues to work with Caltrans regarding the design to widen Coast Highway at Old 
Newport Boulevard and to provide for a third westbound through lane, a right turn lane, and bike 
lane at the intersection. The project’s environmental document (MND) was in final review at 
Caltrans and anticipated final approval is Summer 2018. 
 
The City has teamed up with Caltrans and OCTA.  The team received a Measure M2 grant to 
update traffic signal control and communication, as well as update the traffic signal timing and 
coordination from Newport Boulevard to Jamboree Road along Coast Highway. The project was 
in construction in 2017 with completion anticipated for the end of Summer 2018. 
.   

16.4 Monitor Roadway 
Conditions and Operational 
Systems 

Ongoing 
 

The City continues to monitor and improve traffic flow through proactive maintenance and 
updates to the City’s modern traffic signal system. 
 

 City has teamed up with the Orange County Transportation Authority (OCTA) and State 
of California (Caltrans) to update traffic signal communication, control equipment and 
coordination along Coast Highway through the Measure M2 grant-funded Coast Highway 
Traffic Signal Synchronization Project.  The project is in construction with completion 
planned of Fall 2018. 

 City is embarking on a demonstration project to deploy an adaptive advanced traffic 
signal timing strategy on MacArthur Boulevard to allow automated traffic signal timing 
changes in coordination with the changes in traffic flow.  The project is in construction 
with completion planned for Summer 2018. 

 City is deploying traffic monitoring devices on the Peninsula, Coast Highway and in East 
Newport to monitor the flow of traffic, allowing for quicker traffic signal outage response 
and refined traffic signal timing.  Project completion is planned for Spring 2018. 
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TASKS STATUS 

16.5 Maintain Consistency with 
Regional 
Jurisdictions(Caltrans, 
Orange County to provide 
adequate roadway 
infrastructure plans and 
design standards such as 
Orange County Master 
Plan of Arterial Highways) 

Ongoing 
 
The City monitors the regional Arterial Program, OCTA’s Master Plan, and the County-wide 
traffic model to ensure consistency. Public works staff coordinates with regional jurisdictions on 
an as-needed basis. Public Works staff is currently working with the Orange County Council of 
Government (OCCOG), Technical Advisory Committee (TAC), and the Southern California 
Association of Governments (SGAG) in reviewing the Orange County Complete Streets Initiative 
Design Manual.  

16.6 Local/Neighborhood 
Access Roads 

Ongoing 
 
Public Works staff works with local neighborhood groups on an as-needed basis when traffic 
issues arise. The City maintains standards that ensure safe and efficient access for emergency 
vehicles. 

16.7 Traffic Control Ongoing 
 
The following projects were implemented to improve traffic congestion through conventional and 
innovative methods of traffic control: 
1. The Annual Traffic Signal Rehabilitation Project  rehabilitates the Jamboree Road/Bison 

Avenue and Newport Center Drive/Santa Rosa Drive traffic signals. 
2. The City deployed a responsive advanced traffic signal timing strategy on Newport 

Boulevard between 21st Street and Via Lido Drive to allow the system to make automated 
traffic signal timing changes in coordination with changes in Peninsula traffic flow. 

3. City is embarking on a demonstration project to deploy an adaptive advanced traffic signal 
timing strategy on MacArthur Boulevard to allow automated traffic signal timing changes in 
coordination with the changes in traffic flow.  The project is in construction with completion 
planned for Summer 2018. 

4. The City is deploying traffic monitoring devices on the Peninsula, Coast Highway, and in 
East Newport to monitor the flow of traffic, allowing for quicker traffic signal outage response 
and refined traffic signal timing.  Project completion is planned for Spring 2018. 

11-54



TASKS STATUS 

16.8 Provide Public 
Transportation 

Ongoing 
 
The City continuously looks for opportunities to support the upgrade and enhancement of 
existing facilities, as well as encourage the development of additional public transportation 
services and facilities. The City provides shuttle bus services for the Oasis Senior Center clients 
on an as-needed basis. The City also continuously works with the Orange County Transportation 
Authority (OCTA) for countywide bus services.  
 
The City received funding from OCTA for Project V (Community Based Transit/Circulators) to 
implement a shuttle service on the Balboa Peninsula. The Peninsula Trolley officially began 
service on June 17, 2017. The free trolley service ran from 7:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. on Saturdays 
and Sundays through Sunday, September 3, as well as the Fourth of July, making 19 stops 
along the peninsula. Funding from OCTA to continue the program is available for the next six 
years (until 2023), subject to the City meeting ridership minimums and at the discretion of the 
City Council. In its first summer, the shuttles carried over 23,000 riders at an average of 906 per 
day, far exceeding the 271 rider-per-day minimum set by OCTA. With room for bicycles, 
surfboards, and beach gear, the shuttles offered a fun alternative travel method for residents and 
visitors alike. 

16.9 Manage Truck Operations Ongoing 
 
Trucks are required to obtain a Haul Route Permit through the Public Works Department and are 
required to use designated haul routes. 
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TASKS STATUS 

16.10 Improve Parking Supply 
and Management 

Ongoing  
 
Parking availability can be challenging especially during the summer months when many 
thousands of people visit coastal areas. West Newport, Balboa Peninsula, Mariners Mile, and 
Corona del Mar experience high parking demand. Parking conflicts can hold back commercial 
and economic activities and creating new parking is often expensive. In 2011, the City prioritized 
the revitalization of Balboa Village and better parking management was considered a high 
priority before increasing the supply. In 2012, the City Council approved the Balboa Village 
Master Plan that identified several parking management strategies including the creation of a 
parking management overlay district, consideration of parking on a district-wide basis rather than 
individual property basis, demand-based pricing strategies, an employee parking program, 
enhanced wayfinding, and potentially an overnight resident parking program (RP3) for the 
neighborhood just west of Balboa Village. In January 2015, the City Council approved all of the 
parking strategies.  The RP3 Coastal Development Permit is expected to be considered by the 
Zoning Administrator in 2018 (subject to appeal to the Coastal Commission). Incorporating the 
Balboa Parking Management Overlay District into the City’s certified LCP will require a LCP 
amendment approved by the Coastal Commission. Initiation of this LCP amendment is expected 
in 2018, but could take up to a year at the Coastal Commission. 
 
Successful strategies may be translated to fit other geographic areas to address their own 
specific parking issues. 

16.11 Maintain Trails Ongoing 
 
The City continues to maintain existing bike paths and trails that are within the City’s jurisdiction. 
In 2017, the City completed City completed a bicycle lane improvement project along MacArthur 
Boulevard (south) and Irvine Avenue.  The City is embarking on projects to review and improve 
bicycle lanes on Irvine Avenue and continue bicycle lane improvements on MacArthur Boulevard 
with anticipated completion in Spring 2017. 
 
Bike node improvements were added to Back Bay View Park including a water bottle filler, 
bicycle repair station, bicycle racks and picnic benches.   
 
Bicycle racks were added to Marine Avenue creating a bicycle corral. 

16.12 Marine Transportation Ongoing 
 
A study provided an evaluation of a water taxi and found it would require a subsidy and was 
without a funding source. This effort was put on-hold. 
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TASKS STATUS 

17.1 Maintain and Implement 
Urban Water Management 
Plans and Encourage 
Conservation 

Ongoing 
 
The State Water Board (Board) first adopted drought emergency conservation regulations in July 
2014. Included in these regulations were prohibitions against certain wasteful water use practices. 
These wasteful practices stipulated in NBMC 14.17 are in compliant with State law.  The Board 
expanded, updated, extended, and readopted the emergency regulations several times, most 
recently in February 2017.  Governor Brown ended the Drought State of Emergency in April 2017.  In 
response, the State Water Board partially repealed the February drought emergency conservation 
regulations, maintaining urban water supplier reporting requirements and the prohibitions on wasteful 
water use practices. These remained in place until November 25th, 2017. 
 
As directed by Executive Order B-40-17, the State Water Board is conducting a rulemaking to 
prohibit wasteful water use practices. These prohibitions also support the California Water Action 
Plan goal of “Making Conservation a California Way of Life.” 
 
Key Provisions and permanent restrictions as provided in NBMC 14.17 
The following wasteful practices would be prohibited, unless exempt to protect health and safety, to 
meet state and federal permit obligations, when used exclusively for commercial agricultural 
purposes, or for other reasons noted below: 

 Using potable water to wash sidewalks and driveways; 

 Allowing more than incidental runoff when irrigating turf and other ornamental landscapes; 

 Using hoses without automatic shutoff nozzles to wash motor vehicles; 

 Using potable water in ornamental fountains or decorative water features that do not 
recirculate the water 

 Irrigating turf and ornamental landscape during and within 48 hours following measurable 
rainfall; 

 Hotels and motels laundering towels and linens daily without providing guests the option of 
using them again. 

 
As a way to mitigate any pending action from the State due to a dry winter and to create a 
sustainable water basin, which provides 70-75% of Newport Beach water, the City is considering a 
revision of our current water conservation programs and policies.  This would include an allocation-
based method of conservation, whereby establishing an equitable means to create an efficient use of 
water. A sample of the methodology is mentioned below. 
 
Residential water allocations are calculated based on: 

 Number of residents in each home 

 Landscaped irrigable area (where applicable) and, 

 Real-time localized weather data. 
The allocation will vary month-to-month based on weather and number of billing days in each cycle. 
 
Commercial allocations are calculated on a three-year running average. 
The Urban Water Management Plan is updated every five years, with the next update due in 2020. 
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TASKS STATUS 

18.1 Maintain and Implement 
Sewer Master Plan 

Ongoing  
 
The Public Works Department continues to implement the adopted Sewer Master Plan with 
projects throughout the City. 
 
A vigorous sanitary system overflow (SSO) prevention plan, which includes good investments in 
our Wastewater Master Plan, vigorous CCTV program, and an aggressive lift station cleaning 
program continues. 

19.1 Maintain Storm Drainage 
Facilities 

Ongoing 
 

1. Storm drain facility improvements estimated at $5.125M. Projects include: 
 

 The Arches Diversion Project – In progress 2017 

 Semeniuk Slough Dredging and Maintenance Project – Completed 2017 

 Big Canyon Diversion Project – Completed 2017 

 Bayview Heights Restoration/Wetlands Project – In progress in 2017 

 Big Canyon Restoration/Wetlands Project – Completed 2017 

 Corona Del Mar Beach WQ & Litter Removal Project – In progress in 2017, at Coastal 
Commission and waiting for approval 

 
2. Street sweeping program consisted of 36,007 curb miles swept removing 4,578 Tons 

(dry) of debris. 
 

3. The City’s 86 tidal valves are operated/maintained on a regular basis. 
 

4. Two and a half miles of channel and 3,271 catch basins were cleaned yielding 128 tons 
of debris. Four-hundred and thirty-five Inlet Guards are re-installed after the winter 
season to assist in keeping trash/debris from entering the storm drain system/bay/ocean. 
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TASKS STATUS 

20.1 Design, Fund, and 
Construct Streetscape 
Improvements 

Ongoing  
 
Public Right of Way Improvements Balboa Boulevard from 21st Street to 12th Street and 15th 
Street from Bay Front to Ocean Front – Landscape revitalization and traffic signal upgrade and 
parking circulation improvements for 15th Street. Construction completed in Summer 2016. 
 
Lido Village:  

 In September 2014, the City Council approved the Lido House Hotel project, which 
includes landscape improvements and enhanced pedestrian areas along Newport 
Boulevard and 32nd Street fronting the former City Hall site. The project also includes a 
minor realignment of 32nd Street and changes to existing street parking spaces between 
Newport Boulevard and Lafayette Avenue. Construction began in December 2017 with 
anticipated completion in early 2018.  

 Lido Marina Village has on-going tenant improvements with the repair of Via Oporto.  
 

Balboa Village: 
 In October 2014, the City Council approved a conceptual streetscape improvement plan 

for Balboa Village that included updated landscaping, street furniture, lighting and 
wayfinding signage. Funding for the streetscape improvement plan and the wayfinding 
sign program was approved in the 2016 Capital Improvement Program.   

 In June 2016, the City was awarded a grant from OCTA to operate a trolley service that 
would travel from Coast Highway to Balboa Village during the summer weekends. In 
June 2017, the trolley service was in operation.   

 In Spring 2017, the entry sign to Balboa Village was installed for Balboa Boulevard and 
Adams Street. 
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TASKS STATUS 

20.1 Design, Fund, and 
Construct Streetscape 
Improvements (continued 
from previous page) 

Ongoing  
 
West Newport Revitalization: 

 The City Council Ad Hoc Neighborhood Revitalization Committee (NRC) prioritized the 
preparation of a preliminary design of a Capital Improvement Project for beautification of 
West Coast Highway from the Santa Ana River to the Arches Bridge and of Balboa 
Boulevard from West Coast Highway to McFadden Square. 

 The NRC established the West Newport Citizen Advisory Panel (CAP) to guide the effort. 
The CAP identified keystones to the project that included the alteration of existing 
medians, incorporation of sustainable elements, and the addition of lush plantings to 
soften the look and improve the aesthetics of the area. They also expanded the area of 
focus to include Superior Avenue north of Coast Highway. 

 The CAP forwarded a concept layout which included landscaping with varying heights 
(groundcover, shrubs, and canopy trees), while minimizing hardscape. 

 Balboa Boulevard between West Coast Highway and McFadden Square has now been 
landscaped with water friendly plants and a water-efficient irrigation system. Various 
architectural features have been added near the 26th Street parking lot and entry by 
West Coast Highway to further beautify and enhance this area of West Newport Beach. 

 The next segment of this project will take place on West Coast Highway from the Santa 
Ana River to Newport Boulevard. Concept landscape plans have now been developed, 
reviewed by the CAP, the public and NRC. A Landscape architect has submitted plans to 
Caltrans for review. The plans include new landscaping for medians focusing on drought 
tolerant plans while limiting hardscape. These plans are currently in the review phase 
with Caltrans. 

 
Mariners’ Mile Revitalization:  
 A draft of the Mariners’ Mile Revitalization Master Plan was released in April 2017.  
 The Master Plan was scheduled for Planning Commission Study Session on April 20, 2017, 

but the plan was withdrawn based upon significant concerns expressed by the community.  
 Staff believes this is not the appropriate time to pursue the adoption of the Mariners’ Mile 

Revitalization Master Plan and the draft Master Plan may be considered again following the 
comprehensive General Plan update, scheduled to begin in  2019. 

20.2 Design, Fund, and 
Construct Waterfront 
Promenade 

On-hold 
 
A plan was created in 2005 for a walkway from Mariners’ Mile to Lido Village along Newport 
Harbor;however, the plan is on hold due to lack of funding. 
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TASKS STATUS 

20.3 Fund and Construct Public 
View Sites 

Ongoing  
 
Back Bay View Park Enhancements - Upgrade water fountain with bottle filler and doggie bowl, 
add and bike fixit station was finished in October 2017. 
 
Lower Sunset View Park Extension – Conceptual design plans underway in 2017 to add two 
bridges – one across Superior Avenue and one across Coast Highway –  to add a parking 
structure within the existing parking lot off of Superior Avenue and an additional recreational 
area. Additionally, the City has applied for grant funds for the construction phase.  

21.1 Review and Update Harbor 
and Tidelands 
Improvement Plans 

Ongoing 
 
The Tidelands Capital Plan (TCP) was originally implemented in 2012. The TCP is now called 
the Harbor Capital Project Planning Tool and is a living document that is updated and refined by 
staff throughout the year. 

21.2 Develop Harbor Area 
Management Plan (HAMP) 

Complete  
 

In November 2010, the City Council approved the HAMP. 

21.3 Events Management and 
Programs 

Ongoing 
 
Chamber of Commerce, Harbor Resources, Orange County Harbor Patrol continuously work 
together to plan and implement special events that take place in the Harbor such as the annual 
Christmas Boat Parade. For the eighth year, City staff teamed up with The Orange County 
Water District to provide education on how to protect our coast and waterways from trash at the 
21st Annual Children’s Water Education Festival on March 29 and 30, 2017, at the University of 
California, Irvine. 

21.4 Harbor Operations and 
Management 

Ongoing 
 
A joint City/County study that evaluates the costs and efficiency of current services provided by 
the City and County in Newport Harbor and opportunities to realign these to reduce costs has 
not been conducted to date and may be prioritized in the future based on needs and funding. 
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TASKS STATUS 

22.1 Maintain and Enhance 
Police and Fire Facilities 

Ongoing  
 
Newport Beach Police and Fire Departments annually maintain and periodically update facilities 
and personnel to provide a high-level of service. This process is implemented through the City’s 
budget process. Additionally, response times are monitored and changes are proposed through 
the budget process. A remodel of the Police Station at 870 Santa Barbara Drive was in the 
design phase in 2017 with anticipated award of funds and construction beginning Spring 2018. 
The new Corona Del Mar Fire Station No. 5 and Library was in the design phase in 2017 with 
anticipated award of funds and construction beginning Spring 2018. 

23.1 Maintain and Update Parks 
and Recreation Facility 
Plans 

Ongoing 
 
The Recreation and Senior Services Department reviews the status of the park system on an 
ongoing basis and improvements are recommended in the City’s annual Capital Improvement 
Plan. 

23.2 Maintain and Improve 
Parks and Recreation 
Facilities 

Ongoing  
 
In 2017, the following accomplishments were achieved: 
 
1. Ongoing maintenance of existing facilities. 

 
2. Bonita Canyon Sports Park – Installation of Pickleball Courts at Bonita Canyon Sports 

Park. The project was completed and opened to the public in September 2017. 

 
3. Back Bay View Park Enhancements – Upgrade water fountain with bottle filler and doggie 

bowl, and bike fixit station were finished in October 2017.  

 
4. Lower Sunset View Park Extension – Conceptual design plans underway in 2017 to add two 

bridges – one across Superior Avenue and one across Coast Highway  –  to add a parking 
structure within the existing parking lot off of Superior Avenue, and an additional recreational 
area. Additionally, the City has applied for grant funding for the construction phase.  

 

23.3 Assess Recreation Needs Ongoing 
 
The Recreation and Senior Services Department continuously analyzes enrollment numbers in 
existing recreation programs and periodically initiates community surveys to assess the current 
needs of the community. 
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TASKS STATUS 

23.4 Maintain Recreation 
Programs for Newport 
Beach’s Residents 

Ongoing 
 
The Recreation and Senior Services Department provides recreation programs citywide. The 
Newport Navigator is a recreation guide for all recreation programs and services provided by the 
City. The Newport Navigator is provided quarterly in addition to a summer issue. The Parks, 
Beaches, and Recreation Commission (PB&R) acts in an advisory capacity to City Council for all 
matters pertaining to parks, beaches, recreation, parkways, and street trees. The following are 
Commission highlights from 2017: 
 

1. Backbay signage program. 
2. Lower Sunset View Park Extension – Conceptual Plan provided for comments. 
3. Youth programs.  
4. Beach volleyball nets donation, in memory of Ron Hanks Neal Cline. 
5. Certificate presentation to outgoing PB&R Commissioner Marie Marston. 
6. Elections – Laird Hayes, Chair/ Walt Howald, Vice Chair.  
7. Changing the name of Balboa Island Park - denied. 
8. Approval of Newport Beach soccer installation of temporary lights at Bonita Canyon 

Sports Park Field 6. 
9. Newport Coast Community Center/Aquatics. 
10. New PB&R Commissioner – Heather Ignatin. 
11. Ad Hoc Committee Appointments – Community Service Award: Cole, Englebrecht, & 

Ignatin; Sunset View: Hayes, Granoff & Ignatin; Youth Sports Liason: Hayes, Anderson & 
Howald; Sunsetted the West Newport Community Center Ad Hoc Committee. 

12. Adjourned in Memory of Dayle Lusk, Tumble-n-Kids 
13. Marina Park & Peninsula Programming. 
14. Weather Station approved at Bonita Canyon Sports Park. 
15. Modification of the youth sports commission member requirements and field allocation 

and use policy – tabled until future meeting. 
16. Health and wellness of the OASIS Senior Center. 
17. Poppy Avenue update.  
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TASKS STATUS 

23.5 Requirements for 
Residential Developers 

Ongoing 
 
Park fees are assessed for all new residential subdivisions pursuant to the Subdivision Map Act 
and the City’s Subdivision Code. 

24.1 Adopt and Implement 
Strategic Plan for Fiscal 
and Economic 
Sustainability 

Ongoing 
 
In June 2009, the City Council updated its Strategic Plan for Fiscal and Economic Stability 
(EDC). The Strategic Plan is designed to serve as a work program for the City Council, City staff, 
and the EDC to promote and sustain fiscal and economic vitality in Newport Beach. It is 
intended, in part, as a companion document for the General Plan (adopted in 2006), to assist the 
City in implementing portions of the General Plan that affect economic development in the City. 
The Strategic Plan includes goals and objectives to enhance the business climate in the 
community and focuses on a shorter time frame (three to five years) than does the General Plan, 
since economic conditions and priorities can change more rapidly than do planning goals related 
to community character and land use patterns. The Strategic Plan calls for regular reviews of 
progress and re-assessments of priorities. 

25.1 Implement Housing 
Element Programs 

Ongoing 
 
The City implements Housing Element Programs through the review of proposed residential 
projects. Programs are reviewed in the Housing Element Progress Report, which is provided as 
a part of the Annual General Plan Status Report. 

26.1 Enforce Codes and 
Ordinances 

Ongoing 
 
The City enforces all Municipal Code Sections including but not limited to health and safety, and 
zoning to implement the General Plan primarily on a complaint-driven basis. Code Enforcement 
and Planning staff partnered with the Balboa Village Merchants Association to identify 
substandard buildings and work with the property owners to participate in the City’s Façade 
Improvement Program. The Program provides grant monies to eligible property and/or business 
owners to make improvements to the façade of their buildings. 

27.1 Seismic Compliance Ongoing 
 
The City continuously implements Municipal Code and the California Building Code through the 
Building Division, which requires seismic retrofitting and strengthening to minimize damage in 
the event of a seismic geologic hazard. 
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TASKS STATUS 

28.1 Maintain Hazards Data 
Base 

Ongoing 
 
The Police Department maintains a crime statistics database to keep track of the type and 
occurrence of criminal activities. The Fire Department relies on the Disaster Preparedness 
Division under the City’s Emergency Management Program (see Program 28.2 and 29.1 below) 
for the planning of facilities, personnel assignments, and emergency response programs as 
related to natural hazards. Additionally, the City maintains hazard information in its Geographic 
Information System (GIS). 

28.2 Maintain Emergency 
Preparedness, Response, 
and Recovery Programs 

Ongoing 
 
On July 4, 2017, the Police Department Operations Center (DOC) was activated to support the 
field operations and  interdepartmental coordination.  Several briefings were held to ensure all 
departments were sharing intelligence and coordinating.  
 
On Wednesday, October 18, 2017 Orange County’s Regional Emergency Notification System, 
AlertOC, was tested with the help of 25 jurisdictions (24 cities and the County unincorporated 
areas) including Newport Beach, in conjunction with National Preparedness Month. The primary 
objective of the regional exercise was to test Alert OC’s capability, capacity and effectiveness to 
deliver emergency notifications to the public during a major disaster, and to encourage residents 
to register their cell phone numbers.  Approximately 33,000 (mostly landline) phone numbers 
were called during the test. The City’s public hotline received over 400 calls from residents. The 
hotline was staffed with representatives from the City Manager’s Office, Fire Department, and 
Police Dispatch.   
 
On October 25, 2017, the City held an EOC drill for staff that have been identified as EOC 
responders.  The drill scenario was five active shooter incidents in Orange County. The Newport 
Beach EOC participated in a series of conference calls with the County and ten participating 
cities in Orange County. During the exercise, management and operational decisions were 
discussed based on these major incidents.   
 
The City’s Emergency Preparedness Committee (EPC) is comprised of representatives from 
each department and meet monthly.  The EPC works collaboratively to plan, train, and address 
all city emergency management threats. 

11-65



TASKS STATUS 

29.1 Educate the Community Ongoing 
 
1. The City continuously educates the community through its various City Departments on 

services, programs, and key issues including land use zoning and development processes; 
development fees; code compliance; property and building maintenance and improvement 
techniques; financial assistance and affordable housing programs, public transportation; ride-
sharing, energy conservation methods, waste reduction and recycling programs; hazards 
and emergency/disaster preparedness, evacuation, and response protocols and procedures; 
natural resources and their value; educational and cultural events and venues; parks and 
recreation, health and safety, and seniors and youth programs; and access to government 
services and elected officials. 

2. The City’s webpage was revamped to include easily accessible, up-to-date information on all 
of the aforementioned services, programs, key issues and current projects. The new web 
page includes a “Newsplash” tool. This tool gives the community the ability to sign-up to 
receive automated emails regarding news or updated information related to certain topics 
including all of the aforementioned.  

3. The Disaster Preparedness Division implemented several community outreach programs as 
they relate to emergency and disaster preparedness including AlertOC, which is a mass 
notification calling system for staff, residents, and businesses, The Community Emergency 
Response Team (CERT) program to certify residents as Disaster Service Workers, School 
Emergency Response Team (SERT) training sessions in public schools and private schools, 
and Business Emergency Response Team training sessions. 
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TASKS STATUS 

29.2 Support of the Arts, 
Culture, and Historic 
Resources 

Ongoing 
 
The City Arts Commission acts in an advisory capacity to the City Council in all matters 
pertaining to artistic, aesthetic, and cultural aspects of the City. The City Arts Commission also 
recommends to the City Council the adoption of such ordinances, rules and regulations as it may 
deem necessary for the administration and preservation of fine arts, performing arts, historical, 
aesthetic, and cultural aspects of the community. The following is an update on implementation 
in 2017: 
 
1. Concerts on the Green – Four concerts were held during the summer with the last one in 

September. Concerts included Matt Mauser: Celebration of Frank Sinatra; The Springsteen 
Experience; Tijuana Dogs; and A Tribute to the Eagles. 
  

2. Pacific Symphony – The community participated and supported the City-hosted Pacific 
Symphony concert on July 16, 2017. It was a wonderful evening of music, led by Music 
Director Carl St. Clair. The evening began with the Symphony’s “Musical Playground,” which 
featured many interactive and hands-on activities for children, including instrument making, a 
drum circle, an instrument petting zoo, and an opportunity to meet the musicians. 

 
3. Exhibits in the Central Library – The City maintains exhibit space at the Central Library. The 

City Arts Commission’s Fine Arts Committee meets periodically to review artist's submissions 
for exhibition in Central Library. Upon acceptance, exhibiting artists must agree to the 
conditions and requirements detailed in the City Policy 1-11. 

 
4. Newport Beach Art Exhibition – On June 16, 2017, 130 artists participated in the Exhibition. 

Cash prizes are awarded to artists within a number of categories.  A portion of the proceeds 
from the art sale funds Newport Beach community arts programs.   
 

5. Sculpture Exhibition in Civic Center Park – In September 2017, the Newport Beach City 
Council authorized Phase III which included nine pieces that were installed in October 2017. 
The City Council also approved a contract with Arts OC to manage the project. 

 
6. Master Arts and Culture Plan – The City Arts Commission is in progress of developing goals 

and objectives. 
 

7. Grants Awarded – In November 2017 the City Council awarded Cultural Arts Grants to the 
following: Balboa Island Improvement Association, Newport Beach Film Festival, Balboa 
Island Museum, City Arts Commission Arts Programming, and Orange County Museum of 
Art. 
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TASKS STATUS 

29.3 Support Community 
Environmental and 
Recreation Initiatives 

Ongoing 
 
The City supports any private groups’ efforts to acquire property to improve access to the 
anticipated development of the Orange Coast River Park. The City has also supported the 
Banning Ranch Conservancy’s efforts to acquire the Banning Ranch property to preserve it as 
open space; however, no agreement to acquire the site was forthcoming. In July 2012, the City 
approved the Newport Banning Ranch Planned Community Development Plan for development 
of the 401-acre site with 1,375 residential dwelling units, a 75-room resort inn and ancillary 
resort uses, 75,000 square feet of commercial uses. On September 7, 2016, the California 
Coastal Commission denied a coastal development permit for the project. December 12, 2017, 
the City Council adopted Ordinance No. 2017-17, which repealed all approvals for the Newport 
Banning Ranch project. The absence of an approved project does not preclude the City from 
pursuing annexation of the Banning Ranch property with the Local Agency Formation 
Commission (LAFCO). 

30.1 Maintain Annual Budgets 
for City Services and 
Improvements 

Ongoing 
 
Annual budgets are maintained and reviewed by City Council annually. A Capital Improvement 
Plan (CIP) is included in the annual budget approved by City Council each year. In June 2017, 
the City Council approved the budget and CIP. 

30.2 Administer Impact and User 
Fees (a. Development 
Impact Fees, b. Park 
Dedication Fees and in-lieu 
fees, and c. Tideland 
Revenue Fees) 

Ongoing 
 
1. Development impact fees including fair share traffic fees are assessed for each development 

project. The completion of updating the Fair Share Traffic fee has been put on hold (see 
Program 7.2).  
 

2. Park dedication fees are assessed on a project-by-project basis pursuant to the Subdivision 
Code. The Park dedication fee which was updated in 2007, is required to keep current with 
property appreciation, and said fair market value per acre shall be reviewed and adjusted, if 
necessary, at least every three years. 

 
3. Residential Piers: Rates were reviewed and adjusted by Council in February 2015. 

Commercial Piers: Study is underway with anticipated Council adoption by Spring 2017. 
 

4. Moorings:  

 Rates – Annual mooring rates are updated to be based on the Consumer Price Index 
(CPI). Rates will be assessed in January of each year.   

 Regulations - anticipated Council adoption by Spring 2018.  
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TASKS STATUS 

31.1 Consider the Establishment 
of Community Facilities and 
Special Assessment 
Districts 

Ongoing 
 
As an alternative to building a new community center, the City has leased programming space 
on 16th Street in Newport Beach, and is providing a variety of recreational and fitness classes for 
the community. It offers a dynamic program schedule with classes for all age groups and 
features a gymnastics center, dance, and fitness studio with professional grade sprung floor, 
classroom space for enrichment programs and a participant lobby.  
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PART 2. HOUSING ELEMENT ANNUAL REPORT 
 
 
As required by Government Code Sections 65583 and 65584, the Housing Element Annual Report demonstrates the 
City’s progress in meeting its share of regional housing needs and Housing Element programs. As mandated by 
Government Code Section 65400, this was prepared to be consistent with guidelines provided by the State Department of 
Housing and Community Development (HCD). 
 
The Housing Element Annual Report includes the following information:  
 

A. Annual building activity reports for new housing units;  
B. Regional housing needs allocation progress; and 
C. Program implementation status including local efforts to remove governmental constraints to the maintenance, 

improvement, and development of housing. 
 

A. Annual Building Activity Reports for New Housing Units 

 
Data from the Community Development Department was used to prepare the following table, illustrating the number of 
new housing units and demolished housing units reported to the State Department of Finance (DOF) in Calendar Year 
2017: 
 

CONSTRUCTED HOUSING UNITS  
2017 

CALENDAR YEAR NEW UNITS DEMOLISHED UNITS NET CHANGE IN UNITS 

2017 716 172 544 
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ANNUAL BUILDING ACTIVITY REPORT FOR MODERATE INCOME UNITS 
2017 

 1.  
SINGLE 

FAMILY 

2.  
2-4 UNITS 

3.  
5+ 
UNITS 

4.  
SECOND UNIT 

5.  
MOBILE 

HOMES 

6.  
TOTAL 

7.  
INFILL 

UNITS 

NO. OF UNITS 

PERMITTED FOR 

MODERATE 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

NO. OF UNITS 

PERMITTED FOR  
ABOVE MODERATE 

129 36 UNITS WITHIN 

18 STRUCTURES  
551 0 0 716 165 

 
 

B. REGIONAL HOUSING NEEDS ALLOCATION PROGRESS 

 
The Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) prepared a Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) to 
identify the housing needs for each jurisdiction within the SCAG region. SCAG, through the RHNA process, assigned 
Newport Beach a share of the region’s new housing units that should be constructed in the 2014-2021 planning period to 
satisfy housing needs resulting from projected growth in the region. To accommodate projected growth in the region, 
SCAG determined the City’s share of RHNA to be five new dwelling units.  
 
The table below summarizes the City’s share of RHNA for new housing construction, for households at different income 
levels, and for the 2014-2021 Planning Period.  
 

TOTAL RHNA CONSTRUCTION NEED BY INCOME 
2014-2021 

VERY LOW LOW MODERATE ABOVE MODERATE TOTAL 

1 1 1 2 5 

20% 20% 20% 40% 100% 
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CITY’S PROGRESS IN MEETING ITS SHARE OF RHNA FOR PERIOD 2014-2021 

 VERY LOW LOW MODERATE ABOVE MODERATE TOTAL 
NEED 

PROJECTED NEED 1 1 1 2 5 

NEW UNITS (17’) 0 0 0 551 0 

REMAINING NEED 1 1 1 0 3 

 
 
C. PROGRAM IMPLEMENTATION STATUS/ LOCAL EFFORTS TO REMOVE GOVERNMENTAL 
CONSTRAINTS 
 
The 2014-2021 Housing Element Update was found in full compliance with state law, and on September 24, 2013, the 
City Council adopted the 2014-2021 Housing Element Update. The Annual Status Report for Calendar Year 2017 will 
provide a review of the 2014-2021 Housing Element programs. 
 
 

PROGRAM   STATUS 

1.1.1 Improve housing quality and prevent 
deterioration of existing neighborhoods by 
strictly enforcing building code regulations 
and abating code violations and nuisances. 
 

Ongoing  
 
The building inspectors and code enforcement officers continually enforce 
code regulations, abatement violations, and nuisances. A quarterly report 
on code enforcement activities is available and kept on file at the City. 
The City Council awarded funding for the Senior Home Repair Program. 
See Program 1.1.2 below for details. 
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PROGRAM   STATUS 

1.1.2 Investigate the use of federal funds and 
local funds, including Community 
Development Block Grants (CDBG) and the 
Affordable Housing Fund, to provide 
technical and/or financial assistance, if 
necessary, to existing lower- and moderate-
income, owner-occupants of residential 
properties through low-interest loans or 
emergency grants to rehabilitate and 
encourage the preservation of existing 
housing stock. 

Ongoing  
 

On April 29, 2015, the City published RFP No. 15-55 for use of the City’s 
Affordable Housing Fund toward affordable housing development or 
programming. The following three projects received approval of the funding from 
City Council on November 24, 2015 and here is an update on project 
implementation for 2017: 
 

1. An agreement with Community Development Partners granting 
$1,975,000 to assist with the acquisition, rehabilitation and conversion of 
an existing 12-unit apartment building located at 6001 Coast Boulevard 
for affordable housing – 6 for low-income veterans and 6 with a priority 
for low-income seniors and veterans (Newport Veterans Project). In June 
2017, the project closed on construction financing. Building permits were 
issued and construction began in July 2017. Temporary occupancy was 
issued in January 2018 and inspections from the Orange County 
Housing Authority are scheduled in February 2018. The lease up of the 
units were also in process with anticipated move-ins by Spring 2018.  
 

2. Senior Home Repair Program - An agreement with Habitat for Humanity 
Orange County (Habitat OC) granting up to $600,000 for critical home 
repair for lower-income seniors. The first project was completed in West 
Newport in March 2017. The second project was completed in Corona del 
Mar in October 2017. The third and fourth projects were close to 
completion in Bayview and Santa Ana Heights in December 2017. 
Additionally, there were three projects in the application process in 2017 
in West Newport Mesa, Bayside Village, and Peninsula Point. 

 

3. Seaview Lutheran Plaza Project – Seaview Lutheran Plaza was awarded 
$1.6 million to assist with the rehabilitation of an existing 100-unit 
apartment building that is affordable to lower-income seniors located at 
2800 Pacific View Drive. On July 26, 2016, the City and Seaview 
Lutheran entered into an affordable housing grant agreement for 
$800,000 of the award for the upgrades to existing bathrooms. The 
design and permits were approved late 2016 and construction was under 
way throughout 2017. By the end of 2017, 60 of the 100 units were 
complete; anticipated completion of the remaining units is Spring 2018. 
The remaining $800,000 will be provided in a loan agreement for kitchen 
upgrades. The loan agreement was in review with the Seaiview Lutheran 
Board in 2017. Both the grant and loan agreement will extend the 
affordability requirement through 2069.  
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1.1.3 Require replacement of housing demolished 
within the Coastal Zone when housing is or 
has been occupied by very low–, low-, and 
moderate-income households within the 
preceding 12 months. The City shall prohibit 
demolition unless a determination of 
consistency with Government Code Section 
65590 has been made. The specific 
provisions implementing replacement unit 
requirements are contained in Chapter 
20.34 of the Municipal Code 

Ongoing 
 
The City uses Chapter 20.34 “Conversion or Demolition of Affordable 
Housing” by monitoring demolition requests and permits. No applicable 
projects were submitted in 2017.   
 

1.1.4 The City will continue to implement the 
Residential Building Records (RBR) 
program to reduce and prevent violations of 
building and zoning ordinances by providing 
a report to the all parties involved in a 
transaction of sale of residential properties, 
and providing an opportunity to inspect 
properties to identify potentially hazardous 
conditions, resources permitting. The report 
provides information as to permitted and 
illegal uses/construction, and verification 
that buildings meet zoning and building 
requirements, including life safety 
requirements. 

Ongoing 
 
This City report allows the City to verify that its residential buildings meet 
zoning and building code requirements, life safety requirements as set 
forth by the City's Municipal Code, and fulfill the State's requirement that 
all homes have both smoke detectors and seismic strapping of water 
heaters (California Health and Safety Code, Section 19211). In 2017, 
there were 1,547 RBRs processed. 

2.1.1 Maintain rental opportunities by restricting 
conversions of rental units to condominiums 
in a development containing 15 or more 
units unless the vacancy rate in Newport 
Beach for rental housing is an average of 
5 percent or higher for four (4) consecutive 
quarters, and unless the property owner 
complies with condominium conversion 
regulations contained in Chapter 19.64 of 
the Newport Beach Municipal Code.  

Ongoing  
 
A vacancy rate survey is completed upon receiving an application for the 
conversion of 15 or more rental units to condominiums. No projects of 15 
or more units were submitted in 2017. 
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2.1.2 Take all feasible actions, through use of 
development agreements, expedited 
development review, and expedited 
processing of grading, building and other 
development permits, to ensure expedient 
construction and occupancy for projects 
approved with lower- and moderate-income 
housing requirements. 

Ongoing 
 
Pending applications that include affordable housing will be expedited.  
 

2.1.3 Participate with the County of Orange in the 
issuance of tax-exempt mortgage revenue 
bonds to facilitate and assist in financing, 
development and construction of housing 
affordable to low and moderate-income 
households. 

Ongoing 
 
The issuance of tax-exempt mortgage revenue bonds is project driven, 
and the developer typically applies for the bonds. No applications were 
received. 
 

2.1.4 Conduct an annual compliance-monitoring 
program for units required to be occupied 
by very low-, low-, and moderate-income 
households. 

Ongoing 
 
Annual compliance monitoring has been conducted and the report for the 
City’s income and rent-restricted units is in process by LDM Associates 
(consultant). The 2017 compliance will be completed by Spring 2018.  

2.1.5 
 

Provide entitlement assistance, expedited 
entitlement processing, and waive 
application processing fees for 
developments in which 5 percent of units 
are affordable to extremely low-income 
households. To be eligible for a fee waiver, 
the units shall be subject to an affordability 
covenant for a minimum duration of 30 
years. The affordable units provided shall 
be granted a waiver of park in-lieu fees (if 
applicable) and traffic fairshare fees. 
 

Ongoing 
 
The building permit fees were waived for the Seaview Lutheran Plaza 
Project. Planning Staff has assisted as a liaison between the applicant and 
the Building Division to assist in resolving Building Code issues during the 
plan check process for the Seaview Lutheran Plaza Project which is also 
helping with expediting their permit processing. Planning Staff assisted 
with coordinating plan check and expediting permitting for the Newport 
Veterans project.  
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2.1.6 
 

Affordable housing developments providing 
units affordable to extremely low-income 
households shall be given the highest 
priority for use of Affordable Housing Fund 
monies.   

Ongoing 
 
See status of Program 1.1.2. 
 

2.2.1 Maintain a brochure of incentives offered by 
the City for the development of affordable 
housing including fee waivers, expedited 
processing, density bonuses, and other 
incentives. Provide a copy of this brochure 
at the Planning Counter, the website and 
also provide a copy to potential developers.  

Ongoing 
 
A brochure is maintained and provided on the City website and in the 
public lobby. 

2.2.2 
 

The City shall provide more assistance for 
projects that provide a higher number of 
affordable units or a greater level of 
affordability. At least 15 percent of units 
shall be affordable when assistance is 
provided from Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG) funds or the City’s 
Affordable Housing Fund. 

Ongoing  
 
This program was considered in evaluating the proposals for the RFP and 
choosing the projects described in Program 1.1.2. 
 
 

2.2.3 
 

For new developments proposed in the 
Coastal Zone areas of the City, the City 
shall follow Government Code 
Section 65590 and Title 20.  

Ongoing 
 
The City uses Chapter 20.34 “Conversion or Demolition of Affordable 
Housing” by monitoring demo requests and permits.  

1. No applicable projects were submitted in 2017.  
2. Resulting from Mello Act Compliance for the Echo Beach project 

approved in 2014, six existing studio units at 305 E. Bay Avenue 
were being remodeled to be converted to very-low and low-income 
rental units in 2016. The units were available to rent in 2017. 
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2.2.4 
 

All required affordable units shall have 
restrictions to maintain their affordability for 
a minimum of 30 years.  

Ongoing 
 
Staff continues to include this affordability restriction as a standard 
condition on all affordable housing projects, unless an otherwise longer 
affordability covenant is agreed upon. The Newport Veterans Project will 
have an affordability requirement of 50 years and the Seaview Lutheran 
project will add 30 additional years to their existing requirement, resulting 
in a new expiration date of 2069. 

2.2.5 Advise and educate existing landowners 
and prospective developers of affordable 
housing development opportunities 
available within the Banning Ranch, Airport 
Area, Newport Mesa, Newport Center, 
Mariners’ Mile, West Newport Highway, and 
Balboa Peninsula areas. 

Ongoing 
 
A brochure has been created and distributed that outlines development 
incentives and entitlement assistance available in the City. The brochure 
is maintained at the public counter and on the City website. 
 

2.2.6 Participate in other programs that assist 
production of housing. 

Ongoing 
 
City staff attends OCHA Cities Advisory Committee meetings to keep up-
to-date with programs that assist in the production of housing. 

2.2.7 New developments that provide housing for 
lower-income households that help meet 
regional needs shall have priority for the 
provision of available and future resources 
or services, including water and sewer 
supply and services. 

Ongoing 
 

In 2017, the Newport Crossing project, a 350-dwelling unit mixed-use 
development, was submitted within the Airport Area under the Residential 
Overlay of the Newport Place Planned Community. The proposed project 
includes 52 lower income units. The Environmental Impact Report and the 
site development review will assess the priority of services for the project.  

2.2.8 Implement Chapter 20.32 (Density Bonus) 
of the Zoning Code and educate interested 
developers about the benefits of density 
bonuses and related incentives for the 
development of housing that is affordable to 
very low-, low-, and moderate-income 
households and senior citizens. 

Ongoing 
 
Implement as projects are submitted. Density Bonus information and 
incentives are included in an informational brochure for the public. In 
2017, the Newport Crossing project, a 350-dwelling unit mixed-use 
development, was submitted within the Airport Area under the Residential 
Overlay exempting the 10-acre site requirement. The development 
utilizes a 35-percent density bonus and includes units affordable to lower-
income households. The project application is currently under review.  
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2.3.1 Study housing impacts of proposed major 
commercial/industrial projects during the 
development review process. Prior to 
project approval, a housing impact 
assessment shall be developed by the City 
with the active involvement of the 
developer. Such assessment shall indicate 
the magnitude of jobs to be created by the 
project, where housing opportunities are 
expected to be available, and what 
measures (public and private) are requisite, 
if any, to ensure an adequate supply of 
housing for the projected labor force of the 
project and for any restrictions on 
development due to the “Charter Section 
423” initiative. 

Ongoing 
 
In conjunction with the environmental review required under the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), potential impacts to population, 
housing, and employment is reviewed and analyzed. Recent development 
trends have consisted of redevelopment of commercial and industrial sites 
for residential development or mixed-use, which has created new housing 
opportunities in the City. No major commercial/industrial projects 
submitted in 2017. 

3.1.1 Provide a streamlined “fast-track” 
development review process for proposed 
affordable housing developments.  

Ongoing 
 
The City will prioritize the development review process for all affordable 
housing projects. The renovation for the Newport Veterans project, the 
Seaview Lutheran rehabilitation and any Senior Home Repair Program 
rehabilitation projects were provided “fast-track” plan check. 
 

3.1.2 When a residential developer agrees to 
construct housing for persons and families 
of very low, low, and moderate income 
above mandated requirements, the City 
shall either (1) grant a density bonus as 
required by state law, or (2) provide other 
incentives of equivalent financial value.  
 

Ongoing 
 
The City considers Density Bonuses and other incentives on a project-by-
project basis. Chapter 20.32 Density Bonus is included in the Zoning Code 
and is implemented as projects are submitted.  
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3.1.3 Develop a pre-approved list of incentives 
and qualifications for such incentives to 
promote the development of affordable 
housing. Such incentives include the waiver 
of application and development fees or 
modification to development standards 
(e.g., setbacks, lot coverage, etc.). 
 

Ongoing 
 
Waivers and incentives are considered by the Planning Commission and 
City Council on a project-by-project basis. Staff received information from 
HCD on examples of pre-approved incentive programs from the City of 
Los Angeles and the City of Anaheim. Staff will continue research with 
HCD to develop pre-approved incentives. No waivers or incentives were 
granted during the 2017 calendar year. 
 

3.2.1 
 

When requested by property owners, the 
City shall approve rezoning of developed or 
vacant property from nonresidential to 
residential uses when appropriate. These 
rezoned properties shall be added to the list 
of sites for residential development.  

Ongoing 
 
The City continually monitors requests for zone changes of vacant and 
developed properties from nonresidential to residential and approves 
when determined to be compatible and feasible. When approved, these 
sites are mapped for residential uses on both the Zoning District Map and 
General Plan Land Use Map. 
 
In 2012, the City adopted an amendment to the North Newport Center 
Planned Community and approved an additional 79 residential units for 
construction within North Newport Center. The amendment now allows for 
the total construction of up to 524 residential units within the San Joaquin 
Plaza sub-area. On December 12, 2013, plans were submitted for the 
construction of a 524-unit apartment complex and building permits and 
demolition permits were issued in November 2014. Construction 
commenced in late 2014 and was completed in Summer 2017.  
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3.2.2 
 

Recognizing that General Plan Policy 
LU6.15.6 may result in a potential constraint 
to the development of affordable housing in 
the Airport Area, the City shall maintain an 
exception to the minimum 10-acre site 
requirement for projects that include a 
minimum of 30 percent of the units 
affordable to lower-income households. It is 
recognized that allowing a smaller scale 
development within an established 
commercial and industrial area may result in 
land use compatibility problems and result 
in a residential development that does not 
provide sufficient amenities (i.e. parks) 
and/or necessary improvements (i.e. 
pedestrian walkways). Therefore, it is 
imperative that the exception includes 
provisions for adequate amenities, design 
considerations for the future integration into 
a larger residential village, and a 
requirement to ensure collaboration with 
future developers in the area. 

Ongoing 
 
In 2017, the Newport Crossing project, a 350-dwelling unit mixed-use 
development, was submitted within the Airport Area under the Residential 
Overlay exempting the 10-acre site requirement. The development utilizes 
a 35 percent density bonus and includes units affordable to lower-income 
households. The project application is currently under expedited review. 
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3.2.3 The City will encourage and facilitate 
residential and mixed-use development on 
vacant and underdeveloped sites listed in 
Appendix H3 by providing technical 
assistance to interested developers with site 
identification and entitlement processing. 
The City will support developers funding 
applications from other agencies and 
programs. The City will post the Sites 
Analysis and Inventory on the City’s 
webpage and marketing materials for 
residential and mixed-use opportunity sites, 
and will equally encourage and market the 
sites for both for-sale development and 
rental development.  To encourage the 
development of affordable housing within 
residential and mixed-use developments, 
the City shall educate developers of the 
benefits of density bonuses and related 
incentives, identify potential funding 
opportunities, offer expedited entitlement 
processing, and offer fee waivers and/or 
deferrals. 

Ongoing 
 

Appendix H3 is the Sites Analysis and Inventory which identifies sites that 
can be developed for housing within the planning period and that are 
sufficient to provide for the City’s share of the regional housing need 
allocation to provide realistic opportunities for the provision of housing to 
all income segments within the community. Appendix H3 can be found in 
the Housing Element available at the Planning Division or online at  
http://www.newportbeachca.gov/index.aspx?page=2087 
 
The City has completed the following: 
 
1. A user-friendly Sites Analysis and Inventory is on the City’s website. 
2. A brochure is available on the website and in the public lobby that 

promotes the incentives and opportunities for affordable housing 
projects, which includes information of the City’s Sites Analysis and 
Inventory. 

3. A layer and note has been added in the City’s Geographic Information 
System (GIS) to identify sites within the inventory to assist staff in 
providing information to interested developers. 
 

The City will encourage density bonus and offer incentives to interested 
developers. 
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3.2.4 The City will monitor and evaluate the 
development of vacant and underdeveloped 
parcels on an annual basis, and report the 
success of strategies to encourage 
residential development in its Annual 
Progress Reports required pursuant to 
Government Code 65400. If identified 
strategies are not successful in generating 
development interest, the City will respond 
to market conditions and will revise or add 
additional incentives. 

Ongoing 
 

During 2017, the City’s strategies for encouraging the development of 
identified vacant and underutilized sites are proving successful. The City 
has approved development projects for the three vacant sites identified in 
the Sites Inventory and Analysis: 1. Building permits were issued for the 
development of six detached residential condominiums units on the 
Corona del Mar site. Construction is anticipated to begin in 2018.  
 
The City also has significant projects on sites identified as underutilized: 
Uptown Newport was approved in February 2013, includes the 
development of 1,244 residential dwelling units The Uptown Newport PC 
requires densities between 30 du/acre and 50 du/acre, consistent with the 
densities of the General Plan, and allows additional density opportunities 
with a density bonus. The construction of the first phase is was underway 
with the building permits for the construction of 455 apartment units 
including 91 very low income units issued in May 2017.  
 
The VUE Newport formally known as Newport Bay Marina project was 
identified as an underutilized site. The project was approved by the City in 
2007 and the Coastal Commission in 2009, and permitted the 
development of 27 residential condominium units and 36,000 square feet 
of commercial floor area. The units were completed and for sale in 2017. 
 
Koll Center Newport has an active application for the development of 260 
for-sale condominium units. The application has been deemed complete 
and the environmental review process is underway. 
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4.1.1 
 

Annually contact owners of affordable units 
for those developments listed in Table H12 
as part of the City’s annual monitoring of 
affordable housing agreements to obtain 
information regarding their plans for 
continuing affordability on their properties, 
inform them of financial resources available, 
and to encourage the extension of the 
affordability agreements for the 
developments listed in Table H12 beyond 
the years noted. 

Ongoing 
 
Staff maintains an updated contact list for affordable units in conjunction 
with the 2014-2021 Housing Element. LDM Associates (consultant) 
included this information that was sent to the owners as a part of the 
annual monitoring. During the RFP process for the expenditure of the 
affordable housing funds, the City and LDM reached out to the owners of 
the existing affordable housing units within the City and there was no 
interest to extend the existing affordable housing covenants except from 
Seaview Lutheran (See Program 1.1.2 for details). 

4.1.2 
 

The City shall maintain registration as a 
Qualified Preservation Entity with HCD to 
ensure that the City will receive notices from 
all owners intending to opt out of their 
Section 8 contracts and/or prepay their 
HUD insured mortgages. Upon receiving 
notice that a property owner of an existing 
affordable housing development intends to 
convert the units to a market-rate 
development, the City shall consult with the 
property owners and potential preservation 
organizations regarding the potential use of 
Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) funds and/or Affordable Housing 
Fund monies to maintain affordable housing 
opportunities in those developments listed 
in Table H12 or assist in the non-profit 
acquisition of the units to ensure long-term 
affordability. 

Ongoing 
 
The City of Newport Beach is registered as a Qualified Preservation Entity 
with HCD in 2012. When notification is received, City staff will evaluate the 
potential use of monies to preserve the affordable units. 
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4.1.3 Continue to maintain information on the 
City’s website and prepare written 
communication for tenants and other 
interested parties about Orange County 
Housing Authority Section 8 opportunities to 
assist tenants and prospective tenants to 
acquire additional understanding of housing 
law and related policy issues.  

Ongoing 
 
Pamphlets informing prospective tenants and landlords about the Orange 
County Housing Authority (OCHA) Section 8 program have been made 
available in the public lobby and information is posted on the City website. 
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4.1.4 Investigate availability of federal, state, and 
local programs and pursue these programs, 
if found feasible, for the preservation of 
existing lower-income housing, especially 
for preservation of lower-income housing 
that may convert to market rates during the 
next 10 years. In addition, continually 
promote the availability of monies from the 
Affordable Housing Fund as a funding 
source for the preservation and 
rehabilitation of lower-income housing. A list 
of these programs, including sources and 
funding amounts, will be identified as part of 
this program and maintained on an ongoing 
basis. 
 

Ongoing 
 
The City attends OCHA meetings and has continued to investigate 
available programs and evaluate the feasibility of participating in such 
programs.  
 
The Newport Veterans project worked directly with OCHA to obtain 
project-based Veterans Affairs Supportive Housing (VASH) vouchers. 
Orange County is provided VASH vouchers which are distributed to the 
Cities via OCHA. The project was awarded the project-based VASH 
vouchers in 2016. Renovations of the units began in 2017 and lease up 
of the project-based voucher units is anticipated in Spring 2018. 
 
Additionally, the project received Veterans Housing and Homelessness 
Prevention (VHHP) funding through the Department of Housing and 
Community Development.  
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4.1.5 
 

The City shall inform and educate owners of 
affordable units of the State Preservation 
Notice Law (Government Code Section 
65863.10-13), if applicable. Pursuant to the 
law, owners of government-assisted 
projects cannot terminate subsidy contract, 
prepay a federally-assisted mortgage, or 
discontinue use restrictions without first 
providing an exclusive Notice of Opportunity 
to Submit an Offer to Purchase. Owners 
proposing to sell or otherwise dispose of a 
property at any time during the 5 years prior 
to the expiration of restrictions must provide 
this Notice at least 12 months in advance 
unless such sale or disposition would result 
in preserving the restrictions.  The intent of 
the law is to give tenants sufficient time to 
understand and prepare for potential rent 
increases, as well as to provide local 
governments and potential preservation 
buyers with an opportunity to develop a plan 
to preserve the property. This plan typically 
consists of convincing the owner to either 
(a) retain the rental restrictions in exchange 
for additional financial incentives or (b) sell 
to a preservation buyer at fair market value.  

Ongoing 
 
Staff and LDM Associates (consultant) were able to coordinate meetings 
and phone calls with property owners of existing units subject to affordable 
housing covenants or agreements. The owners were not interested in 
extending the existing affordable housing covenants. Staff worked with 
LDM to provide a notice to potentially affected property owners. The notice 
was mailed out on February 25, 2016. 
 
Additionally, LDM discovered that one of the expiring affordable housing 
covenants did not provide the state law required noticing to their tenants. 
In May 2017, LDM notified the owner and management of 1544 Placentia 
Avenue and as a result, the expiration date of the affordability covenant 
was extended to meet state law noticing requirements.  

4.1.6 In accordance with Government Code 
Section 65863.7, require a relocation impact 
report as a prerequisite for the closure or 
conversion of an existing mobile home park. 

Ongoing 
 
Zoning Code Section 20.28.020 ensures compliance with the Government 
Code Section. No relocation impact reports were proposed in 2017. 
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4.1.7 Participate as a member of the Orange 
County Housing Authority Advisory 
Committee and work in cooperation with the 
Orange County Housing Authority to 
provide Section 8 Rental Housing 
Assistance to residents of the community. 
The City will, in cooperation with the 
Housing Authority, recommend and request 
use of modified fair-market rent limits to 
increase the number of housing units within 
the City that will be eligible to participate in 
the Section 8 program. The Newport Beach 
Planning Division will prepare and 
implement a publicity program to educate 
and encourage landlords within the City to 
rent their units to Section 8 Certificate 
holders, and to make very low-income 
households aware of availability of the 
Section 8 Rental Housing Assistance 
Program.  

Ongoing 
 
Staff attends the quarterly meetings of the OCHA Cities Advisory 
Committee.  
 
Staff continually works in cooperation with the County to provide Section 8 
rental housing assistance to residents. 
 
A link to the Orange County Housing Authority website has been placed 
on the City website to provide information on the Section 8 program. 
 
City staff worked closely with OCHA staff to facilitate the award of the 
Veterans Affairs Supportive Housing (VASH) Vouchers to the Newport 
Shores project (See Program 4.1.4) 
 

4.2.1 Implement and enforce the Water Efficient 
Landscape Ordinance and Landscape and 
Irrigation Design Standards in compliance 
with AB 1881 (2006). The ordinance 
establishes standards for planning, 
designing, installing, and maintaining and 
managing water-efficient landscapes in new 
construction and rehabilitated projects.  

Ongoing 
 
The Newport Veterans project will incorporate water-efficient landscapes. 
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4.2.2 Affordable housing developments that 
receive City assistance from Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds or 
from the City’s Affordable Housing Fund 
shall be required, to the extent feasible, 
include installation of energy efficient 
appliances and devices, and water 
conserving fixtures that will contribute to 
reduced housing costs for future occupants 
of the units. 

Ongoing 
 
The Newport Veterans project and the Seaview Lutheran project will use 
energy efficient appliances and devices.  
 

4.2.3 Investigate the feasibility and benefits of 
using a portion of its CDBG or other local 
funds for the establishment and 
implementation of an energy conserving 
home improvements program for lower-
income homeowners. 

Ongoing 
 
Continuously monitor requests for assistance and Code Enforcement 
quarterly reports to determine need. No projects in 2017. 
 

4.2.4 Maintain a process for LEED certified staff 
members to provide development 
assistance to project proponents seeking 
LEED certification, which will in turn 
increase the LEED points granted to 
projects. 

Ongoing  
 
In 2017, the City staff included one LEED accredited staff member who 
was available to provide technical assistance when requested. 
 

4.2.5 
 

To encourage voluntary green building 
action, the City shall maintain a green 
recognition program that may include public 
recognition of LEED certified buildings (or 
equivalent certification), payment of a 
display advertisement in the local 
newspaper recognizing the achievements of 
a project, or developing a City plaque that 
will be granted to exceptional 
developments.  

Ongoing  
 
Staff will work on construction of a new webpage that will provide 
recognition to LEED certified buildings by displaying their project with 
pictures and their name or other information they would want advertised. 
An informational flyer is also being drafted to encourage green building 
that will advertise the new webpage and will be provided in the public 
lobby. 
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5.1.1 
 
 
 
 

Apply for United States Department of 
Urban Development Community 
Development Block Grant funds and 
allocate a portion of such funds to sub-
recipients who provide shelter and other 
services for the homeless.  

Ongoing  
 
Through the approved Action Plans for Fiscal Year 2017-2018, the City 
allocated funding to the following organizations to preserve the supply of 
emergency and transitional housing: Families Forward, StandUp for Kids 
Orange County, and Fair Housing Foundation. 

5.1.2 Cooperate with the Orange County Housing 
Authority to pursue establishment of a 
Senior/Disabled or Limited Income Repair 
Loan and Grant Program to underwrite all or 
part of the cost of necessary housing 
modifications and repairs. Cooperation with 
the Orange County Housing Authority will 
include continuing City of Newport Beach 
participation in the Orange County 
Continuum of Care and continuing to 
provide CDBG funding.  

Ongoing 
 
The City refers low-income residents to Orange County for rehabilitation of 
mobile homes, to Neighborhood Housing for first time buyer programs, 
and to Rebuilding Together for handyman service for low-income and 
senior households. 
 
The City Council awarded Affordable Housing Funds for an agreement 
with Habitat for Humanity Orange County (Habitat OC) granting up to 
$600,000 to establish a critical home repair program for lower-income 
seniors (Senior Home Repair Program). It is estimated that approximately 
30 repair projects will be completed at various locations throughout the 
City. Four projects were completed in 2017 and three were in the 
application process in 2017 with additional inquiries in the application 
phase (See Program 1.1.2). 

5.1.3 Permit, where appropriate, development of 
senior accessory dwelling “granny” units in 
single-family areas of the City. The City will 
promote and facilitate the development of 
senior accessory dwelling units by providing 
brochures and/or informational materials at 
the building permit counter, online, and 
other appropriate locations detailing the 
benefits and the process for obtaining 
approval. 

Ongoing 
 
In 2017, the City amended its regulations to permit the development of 
Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) in single-family residential zoning 
districts to conform with changes in State Law. The adopted regulations 
became effective on September 7, 2017.  By December 2017, there were 
five accessory dwelling units (one new construction and four conversions) 
in the plan check process under the new regulations.  
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5.1.4 Work with the City of Santa Ana to provide 
recommendations for the allocation of HUD 
Housing Opportunities for Persons with 
AIDS (HOPWA) funds within Orange 
County. 

Ongoing 
 
The management of the HOPWA funds transferred from Santa Ana to 
Anaheim in 2016. As a result, City staff will stay up to date on services 
provided with HOPWA funds and Ryan White Program funds through the 
HIV Planning Council meeting agendas. If needed, City staff will attend the 
related budget allocation meetings which are usually held in August or 
September of each year.  
 

5.1.5 Maintain a list of “Public and Private 
Resources Available for Housing and 
Community Development Activities.” 

Ongoing 
 
City maintains a list of resources that are available for housing and 
community development activities. A list of resources and links are 
provided on the City’s website. 
 

5.1.6 
 

Encourage the development of day care 
centers as a component of new affordable 
housing developments, and grant additional 
incentives in conjunction with a density 
bonus per the Chapter 20.32. 

Ongoing 
 
No projects were submitted that included the establishment of a day care 
center. 
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5.1.7 
 

Encourage senior citizen independence 
through the promotion of housing services 
related to in-home care, meal programs, 
and counseling, and maintain a senior 
center that affords seniors opportunities to 
live healthy, active, and productive lives in 
the City.  

Complete 
 
The City provided $26,900 in CDBG funds to Age Well Senior Services Home 
delivered meals program. The Mobile Meals program provides home-
delivered meals to individuals who are homebound due to age, illness, or 
disability. 
 
The City also operates the Oasis Senior Center. Services include:  

 A multi-purpose center owned and operated by the City of Newport 
Beach in partnership with the Friends of OASIS nonprofit dedicated to 
meeting needs of senior citizens and their families.  

 Classes in art, health & fitness, music & dance, foreign languages, 
technology, enrichment, and much more.  

 A state-of-the-art fitness center for those ages 50+ which provides a 
safe, comfortable, senior-friendly exercise environment for the active 
older adult including access to hire a personal trainer for 
individualized programs. Separate membership required to join. 

 Regularly scheduled low-cost special events and socials such as 
luncheons, concerts, BBQs, a talent show and volunteer recognition. 

 Travel department coordination of day and overnight trips. 

 Curb-to-curb transportation program for residents of Newport Beach 
ages 60+ who are no longer driving to use for medical appointments, 
grocery shopping, banking, and to attend OASIS classes (fee 
required).  

 Social services information and referral for seniors and their families 
dealing with a need for caregiver services, housing, transportation, 
work resources, legal matters, and more. Informational and supportive 
counseling is available to seniors and their family members on an 
individual basis. 

 Various health resources and screenings for seniors, including flu 
shots, blood pressure, memory screenings, hearing screenings, and 
health insurance counseling services.  

 Regularly scheduled support group meetings at the Center to help 
senior citizens and their families cope with stress, illness, life 
transitions, and crises. 

 Lunch program for active and homebound senior citizens ages 60 and 
older that is funded by the federal government through the Older 
American Act. A donation is requested for meals, which are provided 
by Age Well Senior Services. 
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5.1.8 The City shall work with the Regional 
Center of Orange County (RCOC) to 
implement an outreach program informing 
families within the City of housing and 
services available for persons with 
developmental disabilities.  Information will 
be made available on the City’s website. 
The City shall also offer expedited permit 
processing and fee waivers and/or deferrals 
to developers of projects designed for 
persons with physical and developmental 
disabilities. 

Ongoing 
 
Information was added to the City website under Housing Assistance 
regarding resources through the RCOC which began implementation of an 
outreach program. The City remains in contact with RCOC on 
implementing outreach programs as they are developed. The City works 
with the housing consultant at the RCOC. When projects are submitted 
they will be offered expedited permit processing and the possibility of fee 
waivers. 

6.1.1 Contract with an appropriate fair housing 
service agency for the provision of fair 
housing services for Newport Beach 
residents. The City will also work with the 
fair housing service agency to assist with 
the periodic update of the Analysis of 
Impediments to Fair Housing document 
required by HUD. The City will continue to 
provide public outreach and educational 
workshops, and distribute pamphlets 
containing information related to fair 
housing. 

Ongoing 
 
The City contracted with the Fair Housing Foundation to provide these 
services.  The Fair Housing Foundation provided the following trainings, 
seminars, and outreach activities in the City in 2017:  

 Three Community Booths – 6/15/17, 8/1/17, and 10/21/17 
 Three Presentations – 4/13/17, 5/11/17, 6/6/17 
 Two Tenant Rights Workshops – 3/1/17 and 12/7/17 
 Two Landlord Workshops – 4/27/17 and 10/25/17 
 Two Management Trainings – 6/1/17 and 11/21/17  

 
Pamphlets containing information on Fair Housing and Dispute Resolution 
Services are available at the public counter. 
 

7.1.1 As part of its annual General Plan Review, 
the City shall report on the status of all 
housing programs. The portion of the 
Annual Report discussing Housing 
Programs is to be distributed to the 
California Department of Housing and 
Community Development in accordance 
with California state law. 
 

Ongoing 
 
This annual Housing Element Report will be submitted to HCD. 
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