
RESOLUTION NO. 2023-6

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF NEWPORT BEACH, CALIFORNIA, SUPPORTING 
EFFORTS TO ELIMINATE THE THREAT OF FENTANYL 
TO THE NEWPORT BEACH COMMUNITY 

WHEREAS, fentanyl is the single deadliest drug threat the nation has ever 
encountered, and its increasing prevalence poses a considerable public health and safety 
risk to the Newport Beach community; 

WHEREAS, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 107,622 
people in the United States died of drug overdoses and drug poisonings in 2021 and 
approximately 67 percent of those deaths involved synthetic opioids like fentanyl; 

WHEREAS, in Orange County, fentanyl-related deaths have increased more than 
1000 percent from 57 in 2017 to 636 in 2021; 

WHEREAS, many of these deaths are the result of drug dealers selling counterfeit 
pills containing illicit fentanyl, concealing the presence of fentanyl from the user; 

WHEREAS, on December 9, 2022, the Newport Beach Police Department 
arrested a suspected narcotics dealer and seized approximately 50,000 fentanyl pills, 
with an estimated street value of $250,000; 

WHEREAS, the seizure of fentanyl by the police saves lives by removing lethal 
doses of fentanyl from the streets; 

WHEREAS, the Orange County Sheriffs Department and Newport Beach Police 
Department have begun issuing advisements to all those arrested for selling narcotics 
informing them that if a dealer sells, furnishes, or distributes drugs to someone, and that 
person dies because of using the drugs, they can be charged with murder; 

WHEREAS, the Orange District Attorney's Office has adopted a policy to advise 
offenders convicted of certain drug-related charges that if they commit a drug-related 
crime again and someone dies as a result, they can be charged with murder; and 

WHEREAS, the Newport Beach Police Department is committed to taking 
aggressive enforcement measures to eliminate the threat of fentanyl and bring public 
awareness, through community outreach, to the dangerous and potentially deadly effects 
that this illicit drug poses to the Newport Beach community. 
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