ATTACHMENT |

PATRON’S REQUEST FOR EVALUATION OF LIBRARY RESOURCES

We appreciate your interest in the materials which have been selected for inclusion in the
collection of the Newport Beach Public Library. If you have a concern about a specific item,
we would appreciate your assistance in addressing the matter. The staff will evaluate the
material and forward a recommendation to the Library Services Director (“Director”). This
completed form and corresponding response from the Director will be included in the Board
of Library Trusfcees agenda packet.
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6. Please note your specific concerns.
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Please fill out this form in its entirety and return to Central Library Administration Office,

Attention: Administrative Assistant (1000 Avocado Avenue, Newport Beach) or by email to

libraryadmin@newportbeachca.gov. You may also drop it off at one of the branches so it

can be forwarded to the Central Library. Please use the back of this form if additional space

is needed.

Thank you for taking the additional time to complete this form. Your request for evaluation
will be given careful consideration and a response provided.

Newport Beach Public Library
Newport Beach, California
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Revised — September 18, 2023
Revised — October 16, 2023
Revised ~ January 16, 2024
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CITY OF NEWPORT BEACH
1000 Avocado Avenue
Newport Beach, California 92660

949-717-3801 | 949-717-3805 FAX
newportbeachca.gov

October 15, 2024

Ms. Halei Jenkins

Dear Ms. Jenkins,

Thank you for taking the time to express your concern for the book “Grandad’s Pride”, written and
illustrated by Harry Woodgate. We received your completed Request for Evaluation of Library
Resources form and have evaluated the material based on the Newport Beach Public Library Policy
NBPL 2, Collection Development Policy (Policy).

Collection development is based on specific criteria for selection, and the title meets many of these
criteria including community interest and demand, recommendations from professional journals,
reputation and qualification of author, suitability of format, and suitability of subject and style to
intended audience. Furthermore, additional guidelines are considered when evaluating children’s
materials, which include age-appropriate subject matter and illustrations, and consideration of the
varied interests, abilities and, maturity levels of the children served. This process ensures a
balanced and thoughtful approach.

The book is a sequel to award-winning author and illustrator Harry Woodgate’s “Grandad’s Camper”,
which is in the children’s picture book collection of the Newport Beach Public Library. Woodgate is a
Stonewall Book Award Honoree and, as an illustrator, Woodgate won the British Book Awards
Children’s lllustrated Book of the Year. “Grandad'’s Pride” has received multiple accolades, including
a 2024 Lambda Literary Award Finalist for LGBTQ+ Children’s Books, a 2024 Rainbow List Top 10
Titles for Younger Readers, and the 2024 Gerontological Society of America’s Book Award for Best
Children’s Literature on Aging.

The Newport Beach Public Library uses established tools, such as reviews from trusted sources, to
evaluate whether a book is appropriate for its intended audience. The book received favorable
reviews from Publisher's Weekly and School Library Journal and a starred review from Kirkus
Reviews indicating it is of particularly high value. These professional review sources profile the book
as suitable for children ages 3-8 or in first through fourth grades, while the Library’s purchasing
vendor recommends the book for ages 3-6.

Furthermore, Accelerated Reader, a student reading achievement and assessment tool, established
the book level as 3.6. This means the book is written in a way that is understandable to individuals
who have reading comprehension skills typical of a student near the middle of third grade.
Accelerated Reader also takes into account qualitative factors that include levels of meaning,
structure, language conventionality, clarity, and knowledge demands. These elements determine an
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Ms. Haley Jenkins
October 15, 2024
Page 2

Interest Level. The Interest Level relates to content and age appropriateness and is based on
students’ abilities to comprehend the purpose and content of the text as a whole. The Interest Level
for “Grandad’s Pride” is rated for Lower Grades, or for students in kindergarten through third grade.

The format of “Grandad's Pride” aligns with the children’s picture book category. It is a book that
combines pictures and text to tell a story and is intended for children. There are 17 other public
libraries in Orange County that include “Grandad’s Pride” in their collection. All 17 have the book in
their children’s picture book collection.

The author’s accolades and book’'s award honors, regarded professional reviews, and peer library
holdings serve as evidence to the literary, artistic, and intellectual merit of the item as well as the
suitability of format. The Children’s Collection is intended to “[serve] the informational, educational,
social, spiritual, and emotional learning needs, developments, and recreational reading requirements
appropriate for child patrons (through sixth grade)”, and the reading age spans preschool through
fourth grade, which accounts for the variety of maturity levels of children served.

It is the intent of the Policy that we seek to provide “breadth and depth” within our collections as well
as various points of view to meet the diverse interests, needs, and backgrounds of the community. In
addition, “use of library materials is an individual and private matter. Parents and caregivers have
the primary responsibility to guide and direct the use of library materials by the minor children under
their care and supervision.” Patrons are free to either select or reject materials for themselves and
not restrict the freedom of others to read or inquire. The title in question checks out often as does the
author's previously published picture book showing interest and demand. This reflects that tastes are
individualized and subjective.

After careful consideration of the book, Policy, and professional evaluation, “Grandad’s Pride” will
remain in the children’s picture book collection of the Newport Beach Public Library. Per the Policy,
“[i]f a patron disagrees with [this decision], the patron may appeal to the Board for final resolution” in
accordance with the application for appeal and procedures attachment within the policy.

Again, we do appreciate your use of the Newport Beach Public Library and that you took the time to
contact us with your concerns.

Sincerely,

VU Looa——
Melissa Hartson
Library Services Director

Attachment: Library Policy NBPL 2, Collection Development Policy
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PATRON’S REQUEST FOR EVALUATION OF LIBRARY RESOURCES

We appreciate your interest in the materials which have been selected for inclusion in the
collection of the Newport Beach Public Library. If you have a concern about a specific item,
we would appreciate your assistance in addressing the matter. The staff will evaluate the
material and forward a recommendation to the Library Services Director (“Director”). This
completed form and corresponding response from the Director will be included in the Board
of Library Trustees agenda packet.
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EITY.0 WPORT BEACH
1000 Avocado Avenue
Newport Beach, California 92660

949-717-3801 | 949-717-3805 FAX
newportbeachca.gov

October 16, 2024

Ms. Halei Jenkins

Dear Ms. Jenkins,

Thank you for taking the time to express your concern for the book “How Do You Make a Baby?”,
written and illustrated by Anna Fiske and translated by Don Bartlett. We received your completed
Request for Evaluation of Library Resources form and have evaluated the material based on the
Newport Beach Public Library Policy NBPL 2, Collection Development Policy (Policy).

Collection development is based on specific criteria for selection, and the title meets many of these
criteria including reputation and qualification of author and illustrator, recommendations from
professional journals, suitability of format, and suitability of subject and style to intended audience.
Furthermore, additional guidelines are considered when evaluating children’s materials, which
include age-appropriate subject matter and illustrations, and consideration of the varied interests,
abilities, and maturity levels of the children served. This process ensures a balanced and thoughtful

approach.

The book’s author, Anna Fiske, has received several foreign children’s literature awards. “How Do
You Make a Baby?” was nominated in the Children’s Books category for the Brage Prize, Norway’s
annually awarded literature prize. The book is included in the author's How-series of titles, all of
which have been translated into multiple languages. However, this is the only title in the series
available in the United States market. “How Do You Make a Baby?” received mixed reviews from
The Horn Book, Kirkus Reviews, Publisher's Weekly, and School Library Journal. These
professional review sources profile the book as suitable for children ages 7-12 or in kindergarten
through fourth grades, while the Library’s purchasing vendor recommends the book for ages 8-12. It
is categorized as a children’s nonfiction book. Upon review of Orange County library collections, no
other library in Orange County has this book in its collection. This may indicate a lack of demand,
diminished relevancy, and/or availability of preferred alternatives in nearby communities.

It is the intent of the Policy that we seek to provide “breadth and depth” within our collections as well
as various points of view to meet the diverse interests, needs, and backgrounds of the community. In
addition, “use of library materials is an individual and private matter. Parents and caregivers have
the primary responsibility to guide and direct the use of library materials by the minor children under
their care and supervision.” Patrons are free to either select or reject materials for themselves and
not restrict the freedom of others to read or inquire. The title in question has very few checkouts as
compared to other children’s nonfiction titles on this subject. This may further suggest a lack of
ongoing demand or need for this title.
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Ms. Haley Jenkins
October 16, 2024
Page 2

It is also the intent of the Policy to provide a “contemporary, relevant collection [that meets] the
informational, educational and recreational needs of the entire community.” The title in question is
coming due for review to assess continued relevance and accuracy within the collection. This
process is established in the Policy’s Collection Maintenance provisions.

Collection Maintenance considers several factors to ensure the quality and relevance of the
collection. These factors include whether an item is “worn, outdated, superseded or obsolete.” A title
with lower usage combined with the age of the title may additionally indicate that relevance to the
collection has diminished and/or that alternative resources may be preferred.

After careful consideration of the book, Policy, and professional evaluation, “How Do You Make a
Baby?” by Anna Fiske will be withdrawn in accordance with the Collection Maintenance provisions of
the Policy. Per the Policy, “[i]f a patron disagrees with [this decision], the patron may appeal to the
Board for final resolution” in accordance with the application for appeal and procedures attachment
within the policy.

Again, we do appreciate your use of the Newport Beach Public Library and that you took the time to
contact us with your concerns.

Sincerely,

S

Melissa Hartson
Library Services Director

Attachment: Library Policy NBPL 2, Collection Development Policy
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