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OUR GENERAL PLAN
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• Last comprehensive 

update was 2006

• 10 Elements

• 7 required by law

• Comprehensive 

update initiated 2019

• Focused on Housing 

and Circulation to 

address RHNA in 
2020
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UPDATE PROCESS

3



PB&R INVOLVEMENT: QUICK RECAP
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August 5, 2025. Introduced the Draft Harbor, Bay, and 
Beaches Element; Draft Natural Resources Element; and Draft 
Recreation Element

September 2, 2025. Ad Hoc Committee formed (Daruty, Kirby, 
and Malouf)

September 2025. Ad Hoc Committee met twice

October 7, 2025. Ad Hoc Committee recommendations 
shared with full Commission and forwarded onto 
GPAC/GPUSC for review and consideration



GPUSC/GPAC REVIEW
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December 3, 2025. GPUSC/GPAC met to review comments 
from City Boards, Commissions, and Committees, and 
community members

✓ Went over 56 comments from City BCCs; 69 comments 
from community members

✓ Provided direction to City staff and Dudek on how to 
revise

January 21, 2026. GPUSC/GPAC met to review revised 
Elements and supported them moving forward as part of the 
Final GPUSC/GPAC Draft General Plan Update



PB&R COMMENTS AND REVISIONS
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See Tables provided as Attachment D



Recommendation:

Review the Final GPUSC/GPAC Draft Elements, revised to incorporate 

PB&R’s input from October 2025. PB&R may provide additional input and 

should conduct a vote recommending the City Council adopt them as part of 

the comprehensive General Plan Update anticipated in May or June 2026.

Next Steps:

❑ Harbor Commission (Harbor, Bay, and Beaches) – March 11

❑ Planning Commission Study Session – March 19

❑ Airport Land Use Commission – March 19

❑ WQ/CT Committee (Harbor, Bay, and Beaches; Natural Resources; Safety) – April 2

❑ City Council Study Session – April 14 (Tentative)

❑ Planning Commission Hearing – April 23

❑ City Council Hearing – May or June

TODAY’S RECOMMENDATION 
AND NEXT STEPS
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HARBOR, BAY, AND BEACHES ELEMENT
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State Requirements:

• Element not required and is unique to Newport Beach

• General Plan and Local Coastal Program must be consistent 
– HBB addresses coastal access

What's New:

• Beaches added by name, Upper Newport Bay enhanced

• Multifaceted and integrated coastal access 

• Minimized risk of displacement from coastal hazards 

• Emphasizing Harbor’s economic strength and vitality



NATURAL RESOURCES ELEMENT
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State Requirements:

• SB 272 (2023) requires a Sea Level Rise Plan by 2034

• AB 1889 (2024) Wildlife and Habitat Connectivity

What's New:

• Clean energy charging infrastructure to serve clean vehicles

• Transition of oil and gas resources as deemed appropriate

• Awareness of clean energy incentives for existing buildings 
to reduce natural gas emissions

• Native/naturalized species habitats in parks and open space 



RECREATION ELEMENT
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State Requirements:

• SB 1425 (2022) - must address open space access for all 
communities and demographics; co-benefits of open space 
(i.e., buffers from source pollutants and wildlife connectivity)

What's New:

• Encourage new parks where needed and connections that 
increase resident access to recreational opportunities

• Parks and recreational facilities that are adapted to meet a 
variety of needs for existing and future residents

• A city that protects public beach access
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